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Preface

This work attempts to lay out the history of the effort to enact a
paid state holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Arizona in
terms of its coverage bvahbenix Newspapers, Inc.--primarily the ARIZONA
REPUBLIC and PHOENIX GAZETTE, and to a lesser extent the ARIZONA BUSINESS
GAZETTE. - A complete chronology of the effort as it appeared in these
papers is included as an appendix.

In addition, this paper outlines the campaign planned and carried out
by the Martin Luther King Better America Committee (MLK BAC) on behalf of
the King holiday. Information ¢r tiz campaign vas gathered by attending
MLK BAC meetings -and through personal intervievs.

In light of the holiday's defeat at the polls, a noncritical analysis
of the'campaién is included that provides a perspective on its failure and
direction the holiday effort appears to be headed in the future.

As Phoenix Newspapers played an active role in organizing the MLK BAC
and in participating in every aspect of the campaign, the company's
philosophy on its role in the community is also examined.

Finally, the last section of the report traces the editorial stances
of thé BRIZONA REPUBLIC and PHOENIX GAZETTE as they evolved from a
pragmatic acknowledgement of the wisdom of enacting some commemoration in

honox of King to an unapologetic all-out call for nothing less than a paid




state holiday. The opinions of the two papers as reflected in more than
80 editorials published on the holiday from 1986 through 1990 did not
evolve on a parallel course and vere, in fact, sometimes diametrically
opposed. Included in this section is an analysis of where the almost
1,600 articles, columns, editorials, and letters to the editor appeared in
the ARIZOGNA REPUBLIC, PHOENIX GAZETTE and ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE between
Jan. 1, 1986 and Dec. 31, 1930.

This report is not, in the strictest sense, a scholarly effort to
analyze the campaign for a King holiday. No secondary sources vere used
in doing research for this paper other than the ARIZONA REPUBLIC, PHOENIX
GAZETTE, and ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE, vith one exception. All other
information was obtained through personal interviews and attendance at
campaign meetings.

This project would not have been possible without the unobstructed
access granted to me by Bill Shover, Director of é;blic Affairs, Phoenix
Newspapers, Inc. He enaﬁled me to see firsthand the workings of the
Martin Luther King Better America Committee, and he shared his vievs on
newspaper responsibility from a perspective of 30 years of experience.

The assistance of Ellen Jacobs, PNI Research Director, and Judy
Sheelar, PN[ Research Manager, was invaluable. By making newspaper poll
analyses available and by helping me to understand both the untility and
the danger of poll data, they provided a view of the campaign that was
essential to sorting out what happened.

Most important to the research for this project vas the help provided
by Heather Goebel of the PNI library who made the newspaper archive
retrieval system available to me and tutored me in how to gain access to
the gold mine of information it held.
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Secticm 1

King Holiday History

The effort to enact a paid state holiday in Arizona to honor Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. began just four years after he was. gunned down on a
motel balcony in Memphis, Tennessee by James Earl Ray. Yet, eight years
after the U.S. Congress passed the bill creating a federal holiday on the
third Monday in January and President Ronald Reagan signed it intc law,
Arizona remains one of two states that does not have a paid King holiday.

In the years 1972, 1975, 1976, and 1381 through 1985, a King holiday
bill was igtroduced in the House and/or the Senate of the Arizona
legislature. In each of these years, the bill failed to advance out of
committee, having been killed by the Republican caucus.

In 1985, Phoenix City Council enacted a paid King holiday for city
employees, becoming the fi;st city in Arizona to do so,

The initial large-scale rally in commemoration of King's birthday was
held in Phoenix in January 1986 coinciding with the Tirst federal
celebration. Meore than 5,000 pecple marched to the state Capitol and

heard Gov. Bruce Babbitt, a Democrat, accuse the state legislature of

having failed its constituents by not enacting a paid holiday on the third

Monday in January.1

1"5,000 March in Phoenix te Honor Memory of Fallen Civil-Rights Leader,"

Arizona Republic, Jan. 21, 1386, p. A-l.
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A King holiday bill reached the floor of the Arizona Senate on
Feb. 139, 13986, one mcnth after the initial celebration of the federal
heliday. The Senate approved the bill by a vote of 17-13, marking the
first time such a measure had passed in one of the chambers of the state
legislature. Three months later, however, the House narrowly defeated an
identical bill 30-29.

On May 18, 1986, Gov. Babbitt anncunced an executive arder
establisping a paid King holiday to coincide with the federal
celebration. The order applied only tc state executive workers, who
comprise less than half of state government employees, but it was to set
in motion a chain of events that was to have a profound impact on Arizona
politics and focus national attention on the state that remains to the
present day.

Less than one month later, state Attorney General Bob Corbin ruled
Babbitt had exceeded his gubernatorial authority in creating the state
holiday by executive order. A former attorney general himself, Babbitt
disagreed and maintained his position that the holiday was valid. Thus,
the debate began, and the controversy was set in motion.

Evan Mecham, the Republican candidate for governor, won the general
election in November 1986 with 40 percent of the vote, and the following
day announced he would rescind Babbitt’s executive ovder when he toaok
office in January. In defending his plan, Mecham said he oid not believe
Babbitt’s order was legal; it had nothing to do with race. He also said,
“Many fine Americans that have contributed as much to the heritage of

-9
America as Martin Luther King do not have days."”

2
“"Mecham Promises Changes,” Phoenix Gazette, Nov. 6, 1986,
p. A-L.




. : On Nov. 12, 1986, the National Baptist Convention of America
announced it would not hold its 1985 convention i Phoenix if there was no
King holiday. This group became the first of many organizations to pull
their conventions and meetings out of Phoenix and its surrounding cities
over the next four and one-half years, resulting in a loss of an estimated
$122 rillion to the state, according to figures released by the Phoenix
and Valley of the Sun Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The same month, the state Board of Education announced it was
encouraging Arizona school districts to establish a King holiday for their
staff and students. By January 1987, 67 of 221 school districts had
designated the third Monday in January as King Day.

In December 1386, the leaders of Arizomans for a Martin Luther King
Jr. State Holiday, the first active pro-holiday group, announced they
planned to sponsor a petition drive and to lobby the legislature on behalf
of a King holiday. Rev. Warren Stewart, pastor of the First Instituticnal
Baptist Church in Phoenix, was the group’s chairman. House Minority
Leader Rep. Art Hamilton was presented as an honorary chairman, along with
Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard, Rev. Monsignor Robert Donahue of the Phoenix
Catholic Dincese, Rabbi Albert Plotkin of Temple Beth Israel, builder
Tommy Espinoza, a leader in the city’s Hispanic community, and Miks
Bielicki, president of the Central Arizona Labor Council.

Goy. Mecham, in his State of the State address delivered upon taking
office in January 13987, rescinded former Gov. Babbitt's executive order,
citing the attorney general’s ruling that the order was illegal. He alsc

2
urged that the issue be referred to voters in the next general slecticn.”

4 S
‘ Michael Murphy and Marc Ramirez, "Mecham Scraps King Holiday, Calls
tor Referendum on Issue,” Phosnix Gazetis, Jan. 12, 1987, p. A-l.
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Soon after the pronouncement, Jesse Jackson became the first of many
prominent vaices across the nation to speak out in protest of Mecham’s
acvion. Mecham cantinued to defend his rescission of Babbitt’s order
insisting there was no discrimination in Arizona and that his stance was
not a slag at King.4

The following week, Mecham appeared on NBC's Today Show with
Jackson. Continuing to defend his action, Mecham said blacks need jobs,
not holidays, and he accused holiday backers of being afraid to put the
matter to a public vote.s

Monday Jan. 19, 1987 saw the King holidzay celebrated nationwide for
the second time, and it resulted in the largest of the King commemorative
marches tc date when more than 15,000 pecple marched to the state
Capitoi. It would be 19350 before the crowd approached this size again.

On Jan. 20, Stevie Wonder anncunced he would not perform in Arizona
in protest of the King holiday rescission. He became the first of many
big-name performers who, over the next few years, expressed their dismay
at the state of affairs in Arizona through outright boycott or by denation
of performance proceeds to the holiday effort.

Mot long after Wonder’s declaration, National Basketball Assaciation
officials announced the league w' 1ld not hold its annuzal meetings in
Scotisdale as planned because of the budding cont oversy. Thus, the
marviage of sports to the King heliday debate was cemented, a marriage

that would play a large part in the eventual deteat of the holiday.

4Mu‘rphy, "Jackson Asks Mecham to Reconsider Holiday," Phoenix
Gazette, Jan. 13, 13987, p. A-1,

sMurphy, "Mecham Defends Stand on Holiday, Governor Goes on the
Defensive,” Phoenix Gazette, Jan. i3, 13987, p. A-1.
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The tumultuous events at the beginning of 1387 led the ARIZONA
REPUBLIC and the PHOEMIX GAZETTE to commission the first of many polls
that were to be published in the newspapers aver the next four years
measuring public attitudes about the King holiday.

The first poll to be published by either paper appeared in the
ARIZONA REPUBLIC; it asked 1,000 adult full-time Arizona residents what
they felt would be the most appropriate way to honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. As Figure 1 be=low shows, the method favored by most was an
unpaid recognition day. The remaining respondents were split evenly,
opting for a paid holiday or no holiday at all. Significantly, 69 percent
wanted some type of commemorative day for King., Minority and young (age
18-24) respondents were more likely to support a paid holiday, while older

z
respondents (age 35 and over) were morve likely to be against it”

What would be the best way
to honor MLK? ’

Should Not
Be Honored
26%

5%

Paid Holiday
267%

Arizona Republic ststewide poll
January 1987

Figure 1

Polls conducted for Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. are designed and
analyzed by the PNI Market Research Depariment, Telephone polling is done
by independent research companies coniracted by the PNI Market Research
staff from whose files goll results included in this report were taken.
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A second questisn from the January 13887 poll asked whether the
holiday issue should be decided by elected oiiicials or by voters. Figure
2 shows that an overwhelming majority thought elected officials should
settle the matter. However, just 11 months later opinion had shifted
dramatically, as a REPUBLIC goll of 810 Arizona adulis clearly showed.

The public’s position remained static on this question over the next three
years--a March 1930 poll for the REPUBLIC found 16 percent favored a

legislative solution, and 81 percent thought the voters should decide.

Should the MLK holiday question be
decided by elected officials or voters?

Elected
Officials
15%

Voters
85%

January 1987 December 1987

Arizona Republic statewide polls

Figure 2

& PHOENIX GAZETTE poll completed in mid-February of the same year
acked 800 Arizona adulis if they agre=d with Gov. Mecham’s rescission of
the executive order esiablishing & ¥King holiday. As Figure 3 shows, the
public was evenly split on the question. In the same poll, however,

S! percent oF the respondents szid they would vote to establish & haliday,
while 32 percent indicated they would vote against it. In addition,
S8 percent of those polled thought thet Mecham’s action had hed a negative

effect on Arizona’s image.




' Do you agree with Gov. Mecham's
decision to rescind the MLK holiday?

Agree
 45%

No
Opinion

) 107
Disagree
45%

Phoenix Gazette statewide poll

Februsry 1987 .

Figure 3

In February 1587, identiczl bills were introduced in the House and
Senate that would combine Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays into
Presidents’ Day and create & paid King holiday as the federal governsent
had done. The House bill passed 35-25 a5 11 Republicans joined with the
chanber’s 24 Democrats in favor of the geasure, while the resaiesing 25 GOP
representatives voted against it. In the Senate, the Republican majority
on the Government Cornittes prevented the bill {roo veaching the Floor,
deteating it by a vote éf 6-3 zlong party linss. '

As the controversy continued {o rage both insi?e and outside of
Arizona, on Juns 18, 1287, CGov. Mechan declared the third Sunday in
January as Martin Luther King Jr./Civil Rights Day. Because i} was done
by gubernatorizl proclamtion, the observance was not z legal holiday.
Democratic legislators quickly called the wmove golitically cotivated,
while Republican lo2ders said the decision showed thet Arizona and its

<y 7
. governor were not racist.

. 7"Sam Stanton, "King Day Procla:.ation by Mecham HNon-Legal Observapze
Assailed as 'Political Gimmick,'" Arvizons feoublic, June 13, 1387, p. A-1.

7
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An ARIZONA REPUBLIC poll conducted of 803 adult Arizonans the week
after the governor's proclamtion found respondents split in their opinion

of the action, 47 percent agreeing with the Sunday proclamaticn and 46

percent disagreeing with it (see Fig. #).

Do you agree or disagree with Gov.
Mecham's Sunday MLK proclamation?

Disagree
467

Arizona Republic statewide poll
June 1987

Figure 4

A December 1387 REPUBLIC pall again asked Arizonan adults what they
thought would be the best way to honor King (see Fig. S): S1 percent of
those polled favored Sunday recognition (up from 42 percent in January,
Fig. 1), 31 percent favored a paid holiday (up from 26 percent), and
3 percent did not want any King commemoration (down from 26 percent). The
results clearly reflected greater support for a King holiday over the
previous January as 82 percent of those polled now favored either a Sunday
recognition day or a paid holiday.

In November 1987, Attorney General Bob Corbin ordeved an
investigation into allegations that Gov. Mecham had wviclated state
campaign laws. The governor was accusad of accepting a $330,000 loan and
failing to report it. The ensuing investigation resulted in Mecham's

23




' indictment on frawd and perjury charges, his impeachment by the state
House, apd‘his canviction by the Senate of obstructing justice and
misusing meney. The April 13988 verdict immediately installed Secretary of
State Rose Moffaord as governor. Mecham?’s ocuster from public office did
little to effect the role he would continue to play in the King haoliday
debate in the coming years, but the state’s preoccupation with his trial

did push the dehate to the background for most of 1988.

What would be the best way
to honor MLK?

=

ecognition Day
51%

Should Not
Be Honored
9%

No Opinion
8%

Paid Holiday
31%

Arizona Republic statewide poll
December 1887

Figure §

While the Mecham affair played itself out, King holiday supporters
quietly continued to work to achieve their goal. Buoyed by donations from
entertainers such as comedian Eddie Murphy, they financed pro-holiday
advertising saying that by creating Presidents’ Day, the King holiday
wouldn't cost the state any money, and the ¥ing holiday is not just a
black holiday--it's for all Americans.B

Arizona adults were again asked for their apinion on the King holiday

BSteve Chesebarough, “Comedian Aids Push by ¥ima Day Panel," Phoenix
Gazette, Jan. 15, 1988, p. F-6.




‘ in a May 1988 PHOENIX GAZETTE poll (see Fig. 6). Specifically measuring
public sentiment on a paid hwliday, the poll found 49 percent of

respondents supported a paid King Day and 45 percent opposed it.

Do you favor or oppose a paid
state holiday honoring MLK?

No Opinion
10%

Phoenix Gazette statewide poll
May 1988

Figure 8

The haliday effart was to see 1388 pass without success as the Senate

unceremonicusly defeated a King bill 15-14 in the waning hours of the

year's legislative session. There was one bright note for the pro-King

- forces, however. In September, the Arizona Beard of Regents unanimously
voted to enact a paid King haliday for the three state upiversities.

The new year began on a high note for pro-holiday groups as the House

passed a paid King Day measure by a vaote of 35-24 on Feb. 2, 1983. Nine
Republican representatives joined with the House's 26 Democrats to seal
the victory., The success was shortlived, however, as Republican leaders
in the Senate vowed they would not allow a vote on the bill.9 The

legislative session ended in June without a vote being taken.

pat Flannery, "House OKs Paid Holiday for King," Phoenix Gazette, *
Feb. 2, 1983, p. A-1.
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After -another disappointing result in the legislature, holiday
suppaerters got a much needed boost in early August when Gov. Mefford said
she was considering calling a special session of the legislature tno
address the King heoliday. However, she insisted any action w;s contingent
upon a guarantee from lawmakers that enocugh votes could be garnered to
ensure a holiday measure would pass. Mofford’s announcement came after
she had been put under intense pressure by, amang others, the Phoenix '93
Super Bowl Committee, a coalition of 25 business leaders and sports
executives who were working to get the NFL championship game for the
Valley. The committee was concerned. that the lack of a King holiday in
Arizona might jeopardize any chance of being selected to host the game.ln

One month after Moffard’s announcement, the Phoenix 93 Super Bowl
Committee, along with the city's professional sports teams, the Phoenix
Cardinals NFL football and the Sun;‘NBA basketball teams, pledged to
actively assist in the holiday effart. »

Then on Sept. 14, 1989, Mofford asked for a special session of the
legislature to deal with the King holiday issue after learning the
contraversy had cost the state more than $25.6 million since 1987. The
holiday was afficially added to the special session agenda four days
later, and on Sept. 20 a bill was introduced in the Senate to shift
Columbus Day to an uppaid Sunday holiday and to enact a paid Martin Luther
King/Civil Rights Day wn the third Monday in Januwary. The next day the
bill passed in the Senate by a 17-11 vaote and in the House 37-21,

The victary that had been sought for so long had finally been

achieved--Arizona had a paid holiday to honor Dr., Martin Luther King Jr.

( .
1"Murphy, "Mofford Considering King Holiday Session, Assurance of
Passage Sought," Phoenix Gazebtte, Aug, 10, 1983, p. A-1.

11




The celebration was to be shartlived, however. Within a week, anti-King
forces began an effort that eventually resulted in the holiday’s defeat.

On Sept. 25, Mecham-supporter Julian Sanders started a petition drive
to get a referendum on the Columbus/King Day law on the 1990 general
election ballot. Pat Quaranta, leader of Citizens for the Restoration of
Columbus Day, said his group would join Sanders in the petition drive
because of fears they could not raise enough signatures on their awn.
Quaranta insisted his group was not against the King holiday; they just
wanted the Columbus Day haliday YéStDYEd.il

Nine and one-half hours before the King holiday was scheduled to take
effect on Dec. 21, it was put on hold as holiday opponents filed nearly
twice the number of signatures that were required to put a referendum
before the voters. Three weeks later, the secretary of state confirmed
that almost &0,000 signatures were valid, mere than encuagh to officially
cancel the King Day pending the outcome of the referendum in November
1930,

As it became clear the referendum strategy of the anti~-King forces
would succeed, former Gov. Bruce Babbitt and former U.S5. Rep. John Rhodes
of Arizona, who served as House Minority Leader in the U.S. Conagress,
announced the formation of the Martin Luther King Better America
Committee. The group was crganized to campaign on behalf of the King
haliday should it go to a public vote.

Shortly thereafter, the Phoenix 40, a group of influential Valley
business and civic leaders, voted unanimously to suppert the enactment of

a paid King holiday, the restoration of Columbus Day as a paid holiday,

11"Tw':- Forces Unite to Wage Fight to Repeal King Day,” Arizona
Republic, Oct. 4, 1989, p. B-3. -
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and the retention of VWashington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays as paid
holidays.

With the contiroversy surrounding the holiday at its height and the
referendum in November a certainty, the ARIZOMA REPUBLIC asked 800 adults
whether they would approve or reject the legislature’s action creating
King Day at the expense of Columbus Day. A similar poll the previous
November had found 61 percent of respondents rejected the new law while 30
percent supported it, -Results of the January poll indicated that public
opinion had further hardened on the issue--Arizonans clearly believed that

lawmakers had erved and they wanted the law repealed (see Fig. 7).

Would you vote to approve or reject the
legislature's action creating a paid MLK
holiday and eliminating Columbus Day?

Reject
17 %
Don't Know
6%
Apprave
23%

Arizona Republic statewide poll
January 1880

Figure 7

The poll alse asked respondents whether they favored or opposed a
paid holiday in principle, and if they opposed it, what was the primary
reason for their opposition (see Fig. 8). Opinion on the holiday was not
significantly different than it was in May 1988 (Fig, 6}, although a
clightly higher percentage supported a paid heliday. Almost half of those
wha were against the holiday said King was not deserving of the honor,

13
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while the -cost of an additional hiliday and opposition to the

King/Columbus swap drew an almost equal number of vespanses.

Do you favor or oppose a paid state MLK
holiday? Why do you oppose it?
Don't Know

117 i Not Deserving
""""""""""" 48%

Oppose

40% Don't
: Know
Cost ¢

£ 3y
20% Other

Y 1%

Favor |:
49%

£

Against Swap

Arizona Republic statewide poll 187
January 1990

Figure 8

On Feb. 15, King holiday supporters announced the formation of a new
coalition called UNITY that included Pat Guaranta of Citizens fo. the
Restoration of Columbus Day; Rev. Henry Barnwell, newly-elected president
of Arizopans for Martin Luther ging Jr. State Heoliday; and Arnie Zaler, a
Phoenix businessman long active in the King heliday effort., UNITY leaders
said their group would push for the adoption of the federal King holiday
model wheve Washington'’s and Lincoln's birthdays are combined into
Presidents’ Day and King Day is created.

The faollowing month, the Mational Football League awarded the L33
Super Bowl to Phoeni;. Immediately after the announcement, the :airman
of the Site Selection Committee, Philadelphia Eagles owner Norman Braman,
said he would strongly recommend that the owners rescind their selection

of Phoenix as site of the game if the King holiday was not established.12

1z

Steve Schoenfeld, "Valley Wins Super Bowl, Could Luse It, Toa,
Without King Day," Arizaona Republic, March td4, 13930, p. A-l.
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. After the announcement, holiday supporters sought to downplay the
' significance of the threat, but the subject arcse again in late-September
when an NFL source told the ARIZOMA REPUBLIC that if King Day was voted
down, the league intended to push cwners to vote for Super .-.
relocatinn.13
After intense lobbying by business, civic, and politi.. .zaders,
Gov. Mofford called the legislaturg into a special session i May to
consider a bill ihat would create a King holiday as an elev - ~aid state
holiday and leave Columbus Day intact. Passage of the vill would
aviomatically invalidate the scheduled referendum.
The Senate passed the bill on May 13 Ey a 16-14 vote. Tuwelve
Demzcrats and fows Republicans voted for the measure, and 13 Republicans
and one Democrat volted against it. The fallowing day, the House passed an
identica® bill 3%5-25, with 25 Demccrats and 10 Republicans voting for and
24 Republicans and one Democrat against it. The new law created a paid
King Day and repealed the law passed the previc. ;s September, thereby
restoring a paid Columbus Day and invalidating November’s referendum.
Former Gov. Evan Mecham immediately launched a petition drive with

the goal of getting the newly-created King holiday on the Movember

ballot, Within the three-month time limit, Mecham supporters turned in
mare than 71,000 signatures of registered vaters,

The secretary of state announced that if encugh of the signatures
were certified by county registrars, the May 1330 law would be suspended
and a referendum would be placed on the November bailot. This new

initiative, along with last December’s referendum that sought to repeal

3Flannery, "Super Bowl Logs Unveiled, Phoenix Could Lose Game If
Paid ¥King Holiday Rejected," Arizona Republi:, Sep. 28, {330, p. F-1,-
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the September 1987 law swapping a paid Columbus Day for a paid King Day,
would also be on the ballot, according to a ruling by the state attorney
general. The referendum on the September 1989 law would be Proposi¢inon
301, and the referendum on the May 1390¢ law would be Proposition 302.

The Martin Luther King Better America Committee, led by former Gov.
Babbitt and former Congressman Rhodes, joined by more than 30 community,
business and religious leade , announced an effort to convince voters to
ignore Prop. 301 and approve Prop. 302, Babbitt estimated his group would
spend about $750,000 to urge voters to support Pron. 302, Over the next
few weeks, the MLK BAC would eventually draw in most of the pro-holiday
groups into a coordinated effort on behalf of the holiday. These pro-
holiday groups included the Phoenix 40, Phoenix Suns, Phoenix Cardinmals,
UNITY, and Phoenix Chapter of the NFL Retir;d Players Assocciation. The
strategy employed by the MLK BAC is examined in detail separately.

4t the samé time, duozens of groups and individnals apnounced their
support for the holiday. Chief ameng them were: .piscopal Church of
Arizona, Arizona Young Republicans, East Valley Partnership (a civic and
business group from Tempe, Mesa and Chandler), Phoenix and Vailey of the
Sun Convention and Visitors Bureauw, American Jewish Committee, Anti-
Nefamation League of B'nai 3'rith, MNational Conference of Christians and
Jews, a cmalition of Arizona religious leaders (from Jewish, Catholic,
Mormon, Baptist, Lutnern and Presbyterian faiths), Mesa City Council,
Chandler City Council, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, former
Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater, and ‘ormer President Ronald Reagan.

In late August, the No No Committee formed to campaign for the defeat
of Both -o.tday propositions. This group ran a lnw-key.effgrt because it
could not muster the high-powered resources that the MLK BAC could. The
messaae of the No No Committee was clear, however--King did not deserve to
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be honored with a holiday, and the already financially-strapped state
could not afford ancther holiday.

Gov. Mofford .anncunced her support for Prop. 302 on August 30. She
said the holiday’s rejection at the polls had the potential to put Arizona

. . . X . 14
into a social and economic tailspin.

On Sept. 6, the secretary of state confirmed that King Day opponents
had submitted enough signatures to qualify the May law referendum for the
ballet. As a result, there would be two King holiday referendums in the
Mov. & general election.

As election day approached, the ARIZONA REPUBLIC conducted polls in
September (601 registered vaters) and October (603 r.giste:ed voters) to
measure how vaoters planned to cast their ballots on Prop. 301 and Prop.
302. Results showed Prop. 301 was clearly headed for a huge defeat, and
the margin got wider as election day got closer (see Fig. 9). Public

apinicn on the Columbus/King swap had changed little since January 1930,

Would you vote for or against Prop. 301?

For

16%
Don't
Know

117
Against Against
717 747
Septzamber 1990 October 1990

Arizena Republic statewide polls

Figure 8

14Flannery, "Red Ink Seen If Yoters OK Referendum Cutbacks, Severe
Deficit Predicted by Mxfford,” Arizana Republic, Aug. 21, 1930, p. B-l.
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. Figure 10 reflects that respondents' feelings about Prop, 202 were
not as well defined as they were about Prop. 301. The results showed that
as the election neared, doubt among voiers increased. With a margin of )
errar of plus or minus four percent, the poll indicated the cutcome had
the potential of being too close to call if those who were undecided went

against the holiday.

Would you vote for or against Prop. 3022

Against
38%

September 1990 October 1990

Arizona Republic statewide polls

Figure 10

The weekend prior to the election, the football factor again came to
the forefront when a CBS sports anchor on the netwark's "MNFL Today" show
reported the league had definite plans to move the 1933 Super Bowl from
the Valley if the holiday was defeated on Tuesday. Valley Super Bowl
o 7anizers vehemently denied the report and wondered if anti-holiday
forces had planted the report. The MFL refuses to confirm or deny any
decision had been made one way or the other.

In any case, the damage was done. Whether or noi there should be a
king holiday in Arizona was no longer the main issue to be debated; the
perception that an ouisider was threatening voters had become the issue.
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As the election returns came in during the evening of Nov. &, Prop.
201 was obviously headed for an overwhelming defeat. The margin for Prop.
302, however, was close with the pro-noliday vote maintaining a slim early
lead. Throughout the night, the outcome on Prop. 202 remained in doubt,
but "no" votes had inched intg the lead. Vhen all of the voies were
counted, Prop. 301 had been defeated as expected: 766,387 to 250,349 or
75 percent against to 25 percent the measure. Prop, 302 also had been
defeated but by a much closer margin: 533,510 to 516,274 or by little

more than one percentage point.
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Secticon 2

The MLK EBAC Strateqgy

In December 1989, it became clear the referendum strategy of the anti-
King forces wauld succeed in canceling the Columbus/King Day law passed in
September of that year. Former Gov. Bruce Babbitt and former Rep. John
Rhodes of Arizona, who served as House Minoriiy Leader in the U.S.
Congress, announced the formation of the Martin Luther King Better America
Committee. The group was organized tc campaign on behalf of the King
holiday should it go to a public vote,

» Intense lobbying by the MLK BAC, along with numermous Valley
biasiness, civic, religious, and education leaders, produced a new law in
May 1990 that added King Day as an eleventh paid state holiday and
preserved Columbus Day. Again, anti-holiday elements begap-a petition
drive to force a referendum on the new holiday law. As it became apparent
that this effort, too, would gather esnough signatures and that there would
be two King holiday referendums on the November ballot, the MLK BAC
organized for another campqign.

In late August 1990, the Babbitt-Rhodes Martin Luther King Better
America Committee, now joined by more than 30 community, business and
religious leaders, announced a combined effort to convince voters to
ignore Prop. 301 and to approve Prop. 302, As previously noted, the
Babbitt-Rhodes group estimated it would spend about $750,000 o urge
voters to support Prop. 302, The MLK BAC grew o include most of the
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pro=holiday groups: Phoenix 40, Phoenix Suns, Phoenix Cardinals, UNITY,
and Phoenix Chapter of the NFL Retired Players Association, as well as
representatives from many other religious and community grougs.

Although Babbitt and Rhodes were honorary ce-chairmen, the day-to-day
direction of the MLK BAC was provided by Terrvy Hudgins, the campaign
chairman and a lobbyist for Arizona Public Service Company, and Steve
Roman, of Yalley National Bank, the Vice-Chairman.

The task of developing campaign strategy and selling King Day to the
voting public by November went to Nelsaon Ralston Robb Communications, a
Phoenix public relations firm, for the fee of $50,000 plus commissions.
8ob Robb, a partner in the firm, said this fee was about half what he
usuaily charged for statewide campaigns.15

TheVMLK BAC kick-off meeting for the coming election campaign was
held on Sept. 14, 1930. Bill Shover, Director of Public Relations of
Phoenix Newspaper, Inc., ied off the meeting providing background to put
the challenge ahead in context and introducing the principal players.
Bruce Babbitt and John Rhodes, the honorary co-chairmen, talked zbout the
recent primary election and its effect on the Novenmber general election in
relation to the King holiday. Tervy Hudgins reviewed the cempaign’s
srganization and welcomed new groups thet had joined with the MLX BAC.
Next, Bob Robb discussed vesulis of an opinicn survey done for the
committee and the sirziegy that had been develsped based on the sarvey.

As Nelson Ralston Robb was & conservatively-oriented Tira whose
political campaigning hiad been done sxclusively for fepublican candidatas,

Rick DeBGraw, a Demacratic party consultant, was hired to supplesent 2cbb’s

1sDeb-:rrah Laake, "Who Killed ¥ing," New Tices, Dec. S-i1, 1%20,
g. 20, -




efforts with a grass-roots campaign aimed at liberals and minorities.
DeGraw was responsible for targeting "the mincrity neighborhocds whose

needs he understood better than Robb and whose sensibiities he would not

of fend, 16

Steve Roman cavered action items that were to be accomplished in the
next two weeks, emphasizing the upcoming voter registration effort,
Lastly, Gov., Mofford reiterated her commitment to the King hcliday and
thanked all in attendance for their dedication.

The next campaign meeting was held on Sept. 28. Hudgins led off with
a review of praxgress that had been made to date. He said the recent vater
registration drive had resulted in an estimated 100,000 additicnal voters
registered, with. demographics to the campaign’s advantage. MLK BAC
letterhead would soan be printed with the names of 39 prominent Arizonans
wh were selected to represent a cross-section of the state’s key
business, political, and religicus leaders and perscnalities. He also
said there was strong religicus support for Prop. 302 state-wide.

Hudgins detailed donations that had been made to the campaign.
Arizona Public Service paid for a full-page ad in Sunday's ARIZOMA
REFURLIC (see Appendix B); the me=ting rocom and refreshments for this and
the previous meeiing had been donated by the downtown Hyatt-Regency; U S
West had donated the phones and services for the MLK BAC campaign
headquarters on Central Avenue; and an office copier, FAX machine, and
computers for the headquarters had been donated by local businesses. The
Phioenix Suns had paid for a public service annocuncement appealing for
pecple to register and to get ocut and vote on Nov., 6. Gannett Outdoor

A&vertising had donated five large hillboards in high traffic areas in

lbLaake, p. <22.
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Phoeniy and had helped to get others around the state. Gannett also had
daenated 100 poster-sized beards.

As at the previous meeting, Bob Robb rev_ewed campaign strategy.
Rick DeGraw, along with Arnie Zaler, =f UNITY, and Vic Washington, of *he
Retired NFL Players Associatinn Phoenix Chapter, gave an update on
grass-raats efforts. Lastly, Jerry Colangelo gave a report on campaign
finances.

Robb- saw the key to developing an effective campaign strategy was
based on identifying what had to be accomplished in terms of problems that
had to be ocvercome. The first challenge was seen as simply continuing to
get the message out about the King holiday, to widen the circle of
knowledge of the importance of the holiday to all corners of the state in
the five and ane*hal% weeks left before the election. Robb said the
campaign needed to encourage individual and corparate commitment to the
holiday. Nelson Ralston Robb had developed campaign ma%erials to assist
in this effort.

Secondly, Robb was concerned about the two competing propositions on
the general election ballot., There was a very real possiblity of a split
vote among holiday backers. Robb decided the campaign weanld take no
public position on Prop. 301 because he didn’t want to dilute the message
that Prop. 302 was the right thing to do. He believed that if 302 was
sald sufficiently, it wouldn't matter what vaters did on 301, In
addition, because some supporters wanted to dump Columbus Day, it was
agreed the campaign would downplay the Columbus Day issue to avold public
dissensian.

The next problem was the per;eption that all Mormons were against
King because former Gov. Evan Mecham and Julian Sanders, the most vocal of

the anti-King element, were Mormons. Concerned abouf possible confusion
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in the public’s mind as to the church's doctrinal positions in relation to
Mecham’s mix of populism, bigatr? and extremism, Valley Mormon leaders
came out publicly for King.

In developing campaign strateqy, Robb relied heavily on survey
research that had been done for the MLK BAC by Earl de Berge of the
Behavior Research Center in Phcenix. De Berge's polls showed a majority
of Arizonans supported the Kihg holiday--more than 30 pevcent were in
favar of it, while close to 40 percent cpposed the holiday and fewer than
10 -percent of voters were undecided. These numbers very nearly matched
those found in polls done by Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. De Berge also found
that voters under age 5SS supported the holiday by a 3-2 margin, but those
aver 35 opposed it by a 3-2 majority. The results indicated that election
day turnout would be about 80 percent of registered voters, and the
profile of non-voters nearly matched that of holiday supporters.

Research alsz indicated that King, as a leader, had upiversal respect
crossing all demcgraphic categories. Among older voters and Republicans,
King was only slightly less respected than President Bush.

Robb said de Berge’s regearch demonstrated that accusations about
racism could hurt Prop. 302.17 When Arizonans were accused of being
racist, "an important voting segment fled from you," primarily éepublicans
over the age of 35 and some younger Republicans. The same thing was true
if vaters were warned of the dire ecopomic consequences unless King Day
passed. When threatened, voters resisted.18 The research showed that

positive, low-key messages wouldn’t offend vaters.ij

17Laake, p. 17.
1BLaakE, p. 22.
1""L.a.alke', p. 17.
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Thus, the foundation of the MLK BAC plan was ocne of
nencenfrantation. Hudgins, echoing a major cancern of the committee, said
supparters had to be careful in facing the oppasition. Appearing with
cpponents might lend legitimacy to the anti-302 effort and acrimonicus
public debate possibly could hurt the King effart by alienating
moderates. This was especially true during the summer when Robb feared
that visible, pro-King Day activity would enly strengthen cpponents?
resnolye to obtain encugh signatures to force a referenﬂum.zo

As & result of these concerns and an analysis of the research done by
de Berge; the main goal of the MLK BAC campaign became simply to get King
supporters to the polls, The chalienge was seen as moving the "soft" yes
voter into th2 "strong" yes category and convincing the uncommitted that
Prop. 302 was "the right thing to do.”

Robb’s strategy featured a four-pronged effort: 1) Keep the voters
who already supported the holiday. 20 Increase the turnout among young,
liberal voters who were most likely %o suppzrt King Day, 3) Persuade more
young .2publicans to support the holiday. (White cocllar, younger
Republican vaters were seen as the toughest nub o C(ack.) 4) Try to make
some invoads w.oth senior Republicans and rural vaters.21

Three messages were developed to support the effort: 1) Vating for
the King holiday was the most ethical choice because it demonstrated a
concern for civil rights. 2) The holiday was important to the state for
economic reasons, if stated positively., 3) By veting for Prop, 302,
Arizonans would honor civil rights and help Arizona by overcoming the

per -ption that the state was racist and intolerant.

g .
2 Laake, p. 30.

21 a
Laake, p. ZZ.
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These messages stressed two recurring themes: First, voters would be
able to define for themselves what "help" {for Arizona was--erase bigotry,
enhanced economic attraction, or honor King, the man., BSecond, children
and King's ideals would be linked, highlighting the emcticnalism of the
issus, the hope for future, and the fact that children interact without
regard for race, and so, too, should adults.

The messages and themes were tested in focus groups to gauge their
validity. The messages were able to move the positions of colder voters in
the focus groups. Robb attributed this success to this generation’s frame
of reference. 0lder voters couldn’t deny the emoticonal aspect of the
issue because they lived through the tumultuous civil rights
confrontations of the 1960s. Conversely, it was easy for younger voters
to deny the message. They did not experience the civil rights movement,
and they rgsented that state workers might get a holiday they wouldn’t be
g2tting.

A variety of muthod. were used to get the messages out to voters:
720,000 pieces o7 direct mail, aimed primarily at older members of both
political parties and ruval voteys; radioc and television spots; collateral
information paclages for corporate _od zeployee education, consisting of a
letter to employees, a newsletter item, posters, and payr. 1 stuffers; a
speakers kit made up of suggested comments and speech material on King and
the holiday; as well as yard signs, bumper stickzrs, and buttons. (See
Appendix € for a sampling of these materials.)

In addition, a phone bank was set up to call registered voters around
state asking King supporters to please vobte. This aff.r%t concentrated on
the 25-39 age group and had the goal of turning out 25,000 30,000 extra

voters. A second phone banl, staffed with teen-aged voluntesss targeted

registered voters aged 18-25.
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Four pro-holiday television ads were produced amd aired in the final
weeks before the election: 1) King and his dream. 2) King and his place
in c¢ivil rights histary, 3) The holiday's economic impact on the state.
4) The life endured by minorities over the past 30 years in the U.S.

The MLK BAC noted that the opposition had little money and would
prabably try for free media. As research showed that saying bad things
about King was not effective, the opposition was likely to stress that
Arizona doesn’t need another state holiday for King or for civil rights.

To counter the opposition arguments, Robb chose to highlight the
actual small cost of the holiday--the state Joint Legislative Budget
Committee said the holiday would cost about $500,000 or one-tenth of one
percent of the state budget--and that the benefits of a King holiday would
gutweigh its minor cost.

Rick Debraw, in assessing the statewide grass-roots effort was
optimistic, He felt that a fundamental change had occurred in the state--
pecple wanted a King holiday. Because pecple were making up their minds
to support the holiday for all sorts of reasons, the campaign needed ta
give them many reasons to vote yes to ensure they would turn out on
elaction day.

DeGraw said everyone was listening to the messages, and pecple were
vixlunteering to help in any way they could., A valuntary phone bank would
begin calling the following week, working Maricopa and Pima counties. He
said many local committees were forming--youth crusades, women’s graoups,
professicnal groups, religious groups, hotel/motel associations, among
others. Corporate support was building momentum, sending out arganization

newsletters to employees. DeGraw was seeing numerous signs in yards and

on pxles. Churches and synagogues would help get votars to polls.
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Mast encouraging, according to DeGraw, was that many of the separate
groups working for the holiday were camb%ning their energies. UMITY had
mevged with the MLK BAC. The King holiday cémpaign had turned ints a
strong bi-partisan effort.

Avrnie Zaler, a veteran of the King holiday cause at the grass-roots
level, told those at the second campaign meeting that "King Day had kept
the state captive for years."” He said it was time for Arizona to rid
itself of the controversy. Zaler cited the demand by shops and
restaurants for UNITY and pro-302 t-shirts, buttons, etc. as proof there
was & ground swell of support in the community for a King holiday.

Zaler announced that at an Oct. S news conference, Pat Quaranta would
come out in support of Prop., 302 and both Columbus and King holidays. The
declaration would demonstrate that Columbus Day supporters were now for
the King holiday. In conjunction with this declaration, the following day
21 mayors would kick off the Columbus Day parade that would include two
UMNITY floats and 130 kids in UMITY t-shirts. All of this would show,
according to Zaler, that King Day supporters were together with the
Italian-American community on King Day and Columbus Day.

Commenting on the coalition of Republicans and Democrats, of liberals
and cnhservatives, of different.religious groups, Zaler said that people
wh never worked together before on the same side of an iszue were
tegetiher on Prop. 30Z.

Ancther group that came out in support of the King holiday and joined
with the MLXZ BAC was the Phoenix Chapter of the Retired NFL Plavyers
Association. A member of this group, Vic Washington, headed the group’s

MLE/"IEY
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the Right Thing to Do” Committee. Washing®on called $he MLK BAC

& "multi-racial army" that was going after a big win in "Arizona's Super

Bowl."




On behalf of the MLK BAC, the retired players concentrated their
effarts on events aimed at student parficipaticn. Twelve teen-agars
representing Arizona Students for Prop, 302 had been successful 1n geitting
a King display at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. Vic Washington
met with many high school student councils and recruited hundreds of
students to help distribute campaign materials and man phones.

The retired players arganized a group of stidents to hand out flyers
at a Phoenix Cardinals football game; the Cardinals donated 200 tickets
for the game for the student volunteers. A press conference was held
before the game featuring Cardinal and Washington Redskin players wha
announced their support for the holiday.

One of the biggest events sponsored by the MLK BAC was held on Sept.
1S at the Marriott Mountain Shadows Resort in Scottsdale, Organized and
hosted by Washington and the retired players, it featured Gov. Mofford,
John Rhodes, Phoenix Mayor Paul Johnson, and many others. Music and food
were donated by Valley businesses.

Mane of the eventé, promotional materials, or television spots would
have been possible without money--thousands of dollars. Jerry Colangels,
president of the Phoenix Suns, headed the MLK BAC Fipance Committee which
had the responsibility of getting Valley businesses to contribute.
Coxlangelo said the MLK BAC had a great campaign laid out, but to execute
it as planned would take about $8S50,000. The key, according to Colangelao,
was covporate commitment and access to employees. He called the King
effort "more important than any sports event.”

The MLK BAC was eventually able to raize marz than $750,000. Almost
every major business in the Valley contributed money to the holiday
effort., Economically, busigesses saw the defeat of King Day as a

potential disaster.
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Throughout the months of September and Ociober, the MLK BAC campaign
hesdguarters on Central Avenue ipn Phoenix was busy answerinag phones and
putting together emplover promotion kits and speech material. A major
effort was assembling a package consisting of a King bicgraphy, a
chronology of the civil rights movement in the U.S., suggested speeches
and selected quotes, and thematic sermon material for use by state and
lacal clergy to highlight King’s accomplishments without directly making
an appeal to vote for Prop. 30Z.

Peaple from many diverse groups with seemingly opposite political and
social views pooled their efforts to work for the King holiday. As
returns came in an the night of Nov, 6 and the sarly morning of Naov. 7,
and defeat became evident, all assocciated with the campaign vowed to

continue working until Arizona had a paid King holiday.
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Sectiaon 32

Analyzing the Defeat

As soon as the election results were known, recriminations and
analysis began. From within Arizona and from across the nation, haliday
supporters struggled to understand what had happened: What had gone

wrong? Was Arizona racist because it had defeated a King holiday?

Opponents proclaimed the will of the pecple had been heard. One thing was

tlear--the holiday’s defeat had not ended the debate.

A loak at the vote in detail reveals that Prop. 302 Qan by a marrow
margin- in urban Maricopa (313,853 to 303,811) and Pima (107,083 to 91,932)
counties but was rejected soundly in 10 of the 13 iaral counties (see
Appendix D). In Arizona elections, victory in the urban counties usually
meant victory averall, but Prop. 302 failed t: .arry Maricopa and Pima
counties by a margin that was sufficient to o ercome the rural deficit,

In the weeks leading up to the election, various polls showed ceriain
defeat for Prop. 201, which is what happened, and a victory for Prop. 302,
which is not what happened.

Ellen Jacobs, Research Director for Phoenix Newspapers, Inc., said
the Martin Luther King holiday was a difficult situation to measure, It
would not be wnusual Tor respondents to say they planned to vote for the
holiday and then &2 voie "no" on election day. She said people are
inclined to say what they think the gquesticner wants to hear. Alsa, she

said, people often do not openly admit to being racist, especially when




talking to someone thev don't know as is the case in a telephone poll.zﬁ

Judy Sheelar, PNI's Research Manager, agreed saying that if
respondents are asked direct questions about what they plan to do, most
likely they will try to say the "right thing" to be viewed in a positive
way, especially when they are asked questions about social issues.

The way questions are constructed and in what order questions are
asked is also important, according to Sheelar. Questions must be worded
and ordered to avoid leading the respondent to the perceived "right"
answer. Another problem is one of data interpretation. Raw numbers may
indicate a result too close to call, but suppositions about which groups
are likely to have higher voter turnout may lead to a more optimistic view
than is warranted, Sheelar said.23

Both opponents and supporters said the CBS Sports report the Sunday
"pefore the election that charged the NFL planned to pull the 1393 Super
Bowl from the Valley if Arizona voters rejected a King holiday was a major
factar in the -:u.li:c-:«mta'.z‘4

On Nov. 14, the PHOENIX GAZETTE veparted on a poll done by Earl de
Berge of the Behavior Research Center of Phoenix that showed 6.9 percent
of those who voted "no" on Prop. 302 changed their votes to "no” at the
last minute as a direct result of the CBS Sports report., Accarding to de
Berge, the €.9 percent equated to €0,000 vaotes, which was much more than
the margin of defeat. De Berge said voters were upset at the implied

intimidation, and that was the cause of the holiday’s failure. The poll

Ity

Interview with Ellen Jacobs, Research Director, PNI, and Judy
Sheelar, Research Manager, PNI, conducted Feb. 27, 1931,

23
““Ibid.
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Flannery, "King Day Narvrowly Defeated, Angered Backers Cite Report
on CB5," Phoenix Gazette, Nov. 7, 1990, p. A-1.




also found that 41 percent of the respondents voted "no" because they
thought state employees did not need another paid h-:tliday.25

Prop. 302 failed by only 17,000 votes, or by a little more than cone
percent of the more than ane million votes cast. Bob Reobb and Earl de
Berge concluded that Prop. 302 was defeated because of the NFL threat,
citing the 60,000 votes they said were changed as a result of the CBS
report. But can the defeat be blamed sclely on the NFL’s threat to move
the Super Bowl? Or was it a faulty campaign strategy by the MLK BAC?
What really caused Prop. 302 to fail?

The same day the PHOENIX GAZETTE published the findings of the de
Berge poll, it also reported on a poll done by Bruce Merrill of the Media
Research Program at Arizona State University that showed Arizonans over
the age of S5 as well as those living in rural areas voted strongly
against the holiday. Mefrill’s poll indicated rural counties opposed the
tioliday by a 20 point margin, €0 peréent to 40 percent. Merrill surmised
there were racial overtones in the elderly vote. He said attitudes toward
race are generational, and older voters are more likely to be intolerant
and t3 havbor resentment over the civil rights battles of the 19605.26

Merrill’s rvesults also reflected that two other fectors led to the
twxliday's defeat., First, the two ballot measures split the pro-holiday
vote. He said 63 percent of the respondente voted "yes" on one or both of
?he propositions (see Fig., 11), Second, Merrill’s poll found the veport
on the probable loss of the Super Bowl caused three percent of voters, or

about 30,000 pgeople, to switch from a "yes" vaote to a "no® vate on

2"Flannery, "Older, Rural Voters Beat King Day, Poll: Thousands
Swayed by MFL,” Phoenix Gazetie, Mov., 14, 1930, p. A-l.
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PYop. 302 at the last minute., This number was much lower than what de

berge found, but it was still significant.

How did you vote on Prop. 301 & 3022

301 No

302 No >/%
301 No
367 & 2 301 Yes
302 Yes 7 S0z N 8%

7 ////// 7/
./@%%7&%%
.' ;/%// 1 Yes
D

Arizona State Univ. statewide poll
November 1380

Figure 11

Three days after the election, the ARIZONA REPUBLIC conducted a poll
of 610 registered voters to try to find a reason for the holiday defeat.
First, voters were asked if they had vaoted for Prop. 202. The poll found
that respondents under age 35 were big holiday supporters, while those

aged 35-64 went overwhelmingly against the holiday (see Fig. 12).

- Did you vote "yes” on Prop. 302?

Age Yes No
Under 35 567 447
35 - 54 51 49
55 — 64 43 57
65 or QOver 49 51

Arizona Republic statewide poll
November 1980

Figure 12




Second, in order %o avoid the "right answer” phenomenon previcously
described, voters were asked why they thought Prop. 202 had been defeated,
rather than asking them why they had voted as they did., Racism and the
NFL threat to move the Super Bowl were each cited by 21 percent of the

respondents as the main reason the holiday had failed (see Fig. 13).

Why do you feel Prop. 302
was defeated?

Recism 217
NFL Threat 21
Too Many Holidays 18
King Not Deserving 15
Too Expensive 15
Resent Outsiders 8
301/302 Confusion 8

(Multiple answers accepted)

Arizena Republic statewide poll
November 1530

Figure 13

Many ohservers think that t;‘xe MLX BAC campaign vun by 2Zob Robb and
Rfick DeGraw and z1ll the business, coamunily, and veligiocus leaders was the
most efiective campaign possible. Others believe, however, the campaign
was flawed in its basic gremice, and it was the failure to properly define
the problem that caussd the holiday to tail.

{Thel dismal numbers {in the rural countiesi democnsivaie a main
weakness in the MNelson Ralston Robb campaign: Rural Arizonz was
wiriually ignored. Beyond a single mailer that targeted rural areas,
Tew efTforts were aimed there and no grass-roots efforts at all. Robb
says he sioply never found & “hook"™ that would nake Prap. 302
reievant io the out-county masses, who apparently perceived 1t a5 a
business boon for Phoenix and Tucson. ™
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Chuck Coughlin, the senior account executive for Nelson Ralston Robb
who oversaw campaign operaticons, said pro-holiday supporters were never
able to get rural voters involved, The maral/ethical arguments didn't
work, and arguments about locst conventions and slumping tourism had little
value to people who felt they got little personal benefit from these
things.zs

Arnie Zaler was one of the most vocal critics of the MLK BAC campaign
effart, He said the entire philosophy on which the campaign was based
caused the holiday’s defeat. Zaler said the campaign never confronted
voters with racism, instead preferring to sidestep this important issue
far a less controversial approach. The result, he said, was a campaign
that provided vixters with easy excuses not ta vate for the haliday.
Accordin, to Zaler, the MLK BAC effort was a campaign waged by business
leaders wha were more concerned about the economic impact of the holiéay
than they were about the moral issues involved.‘a

Union leader Pat Cantelme thought Robb's approach "made it just too
gasy for racists to hide" because the campaign never confronted them with
their racism.3

Members of the MLK BAC said their campaign messages tried to
emphasize the moral argument, as well as emphasizing the economic message
and the need for Arizona to put the contraversy behind it.31

Michael O'Neil, president of 0’Neil Associates, a Tempe-based public

opinion and marketing research firm, said King farced the country to live

28Flannery, "Older, Rural Voters Beat ¥ing Day,” p. A-l.
2':’Flannery, "¥ing Day Marrowly Defeated,™ p. A-1.
30 .

Ibid.
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np to its stated ideals of justice and equality, yet the Prop. 302
campaign was almost silent on the moral crusade that King helped lead. Ye
said the campaign did not give voters a compelling moral basis for why
they should vaote for the holiday.

Proponents of the main Martin Luther King Jr. holiday measure on
last Naovember’s ballot not only failed to convince the voter to pass
Prap. 302, they alscx failed . . . to educate the public abocut why
this emotionally charged issue is so important.

The bland reminders characteristic of the Prop. 302 campaign tao
tSuppart Civil Rights--Help Arizona’ . . . did not give voters a
reason to vote for the holiday. . . . While the proponents of the
measure were careful to avoid making explicit statements about the
likely economic impact of a negative vote, the absence of a
compelling maral statement in favor of the holiday left the
implication that economics was the prime motivation behind the

. proposition.

In an attempt to avoid offending anyone, the campaign managed to
strip the King holiday of its moral and ethical underpinnings. . . .
By focusing so exclusively on the need to aveid offending anyone, it
became difficult to remember what the campaign stocod for, Thus, when
faced with a last-minute threat from the NFL, the most salient
ethical issue for many voters became, ‘Let’s not let them tell us

what to do!?
Proponents also failed to make clear why an unpaid Sunday
remembrance day was inadequate. . . . It is precisely the legacy of

a ‘separate, but equal/back of the bus’ history that makes anygaing
that smacks of a second-class holiday particularly unsuitable.

As the moral message hits at the treatment of minorities, were
minorities, who make up about 20 percent of Arizona’s papulation and who
most thought would be the natural constinuency for a Martin Luther King
hali@gy, taken for granted? Can the holiday defeat be blamed on a failure
to reach minority voters?

Even DeBraw, whz was responsible for reaching the mincrity
population, admitted rural Hispanics and, alsao, Native Americans, weren't

i

reached by a statewide campaign that vitually ignored them, ™ Despite his

LMichael J. O'Neil, "King Day Deserves a Better Airing,” Arizona
Republic, March 17, 1391, p. C-1.
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efforts, a look at election figures in Maricopa County shows that in the
minovity voting districts turnont was essentially the same as it was in
the 1388 election. In one regard, that was a positive sign because 1388
was a presidential election year, and voter turnout is wsually higher than
in the off years. But, at the same time, it wasn’t as high as expected.
Prop. 302 was the one issue that could have resulted in a "truly
2
extraordinary turnout among minorities." But that is not what happened.”4
While the mincrity turpout in urban Maricopa and Pima counties on
Election Day was equal to that of the most recent presidential election,
the ‘'same wasn’t true in the rural counties of Arizona. In these
cut-connties, which are composed heavily of Mative American and Hispanic
voters, turnout dropped between 4 and 11 percent.
Tommy Espinoza, a prominent Hispanic businessman in the Valley, said
the campaign never addressed the concerns of the Hispanic community.
Organizers should have been willing to ‘go beyond the norm of
pelitics’ --the phoning, signs, commercials on Spanish-speaking radio--
and strive to perceive the real obstacles. . . . His community in
large part is composed of older, conservative Hispanics and others
whir don’t identify with King. These. fuolks aren’t wealthy, and they
believed their tawes would increase if they gave state emplaoyees
another paid holiday. . . . What was needed, he zays, was the
recruitnent of admired Hispapic leaders to carry the message of civil
rights to bheir own per:nple.Q
As for the black community, Rep. Art Hamilton was disappointed that
minority veters did not vote in anywhere near the numbers that they could
have on this important issuwe. The root of the problem, said Hamilton, iz
that members of the small black commupity in Phoenix and around the state

perceive themselves as being powerless. The black community is not well

organized, according to Hamilton; there are only the churches to rally

2
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black voters. The ultimate problem, Hamilton said, was that blacks knew

if they wanted Martin Luther King to be honored, they had to deliver him
into white hands. That was something they were reluctant to dn.36

Many pecple continue to blame the NFL and the Super Bowl controversy
for the holiday’s failure. While the polls done by de Berge, Merrill, and
the ARIZONA REPUBLIC differ in their measurement of the extent to which
the NFL factor affected the outcome of the election, even the most
conservative of these estimates was encugh to turn the cutcome against the
holiday.

Ancther significant factor in the holiday’s defeat was the rejection
of Prop. 302 by slder voters as well as voters in the rural counties.

To what extent mincrities voted for or against the holiday is
unknown, however, it is known that turncut among minorities on Mov, & was
much lower than in 1988. ]

Two competing holiday propositions onm the electicn balleat undoubtedly
confused some voters and also split the pro-haoliday vote, Merrill?s poll
found 62 percent voted for cne or both of the propositions.

Finally, bath pro-King and anti-holiday groups said the vate of
Nov. & produced ne clear mandate for or against an eéentual King holiday.
The outcome was clear that Ariconans do not want King Day at the expense
of Columbus Day, and they do not favor King Day as an eleventh paid
kixliday fTor state emplovees.

Did the MLK BAC misjudge their audience? By the conly measure that
really counts, the MLK BAC campaign was a fallure--Arizana does not have a

King holiday.

abLaake, p. 30,
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The Aftermath

As the pollsters and pundits scrambled to figure out just what had
happened on Nev. €, holiday supporters began to lock to the future, to
search for ways to right the wrong that had been done to the state by the
election day setback. Some called for immediate acticn by the governor to
establish a holiday by executive order. Others wanted lawmakers i
address the holiday question during the special legislative session in
December which had been scheduled to set a date and create rules for the
gubernatorial run-aff election. One group wanted a special election in
1931 to allow voters to decide. Ancther favored a plan whereby an interim
holiday would be enacted immediately by the legislature and voters would
make the final decision in the Movember 1992 general election. Business
and civic leaders favered the interim holiday idea.

Gov., Hoffﬁrd, two days after the defeat, vuled out making any gquick
moves to establish a King holiday. She said she had no intention of
establishing a holiday by sxecutive order or of calling a zpecial szsszion
of the legislature to deal with the issue. Key legiclative leaders csaid
ns action on the King holiday was likely to be taken until the regular

e
session of the legislature convensd on Jan. 14, 1991."7

37 . :
Steve Yozwiak and Ed Foster, "Mofford Balks on King Day Yow,"
Arizona Regublic, Mov. 10, 1390, n, A-1,
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Reveling in their victary, holiday opponents insisted any decision to
enact a holiday must be made by voters. They vowed to launch an effort to
recall any legislator whe tried to circumvent the voters! decisi-:hn.38

And what did the voters think? Research by 0'Neil Associates found
that 49 percent of Valley residents thought the failure of the holiday
would result in great harm to the state’s image and eccnomy. Another 31
percent thought it would be somewhat damaging. Seventeen percent of those
polled said the holiday’s defeat would have no effect. So, voters, who
rejected the King holiday on Electicn Day, apparently now saw that
rejection as causing damage to A‘ri_:-:-na.39

Larl Nicholson, a member of the pro-holiday group UNITY that had
recently disbanded, took out petitions on Nov, 16 with the aim of putting
the federal King holiday model on the 1992 election ballok. Nicholson’s
new group was called Arizonans for King Recwgnition.

Rev. Warren Stewart announced the formation of a grass-roots
campaign, called Victory 7351--8090,000 for MLK. This group’s goal was to
bringKthe hzliday to a vote in a special election in 1291. Stewart was
backed by a loose coalition of religious and black leaders.

Legal scholars said it would be difficult, if not impossible, to get
a public vote in 1991. Andrew Gordon, an attorney at the Phoenix law firm
of Lewis % Roca, said the Arizona Constitution provides that referendums
and initiatives are to be voted on "at the next reqular qeneral
election." He said courts had ruled that special elections do not fall

into the category of an election allawed by the law. Paul 3ender, former

>
“BVenita Hawthorne James,

7 "tkiny/Civil Rights Day’ Vote
Urged,” Aricona Aepublic, Nov, 18
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dean of the Arizona State University College of Law, disagreed. He
believed the gubernatorial runoff election to be held in early 19351
qualified as a general election under the meaning of the state
canstitutinn.40

The legal debate was irrvelevant, however. The lame-duck legislature
would have had to act during the special sessicon that was held to create
rules for the run-off election. As the legislature convened for the
special session, there was little chance the holiday would be added to the
agenda and to no one’s surprise the King Day guestion was not considered.

At the time, Rep. Art Hamilton, a leader in the pro-holiday effort,
was pessimistic abocut the holiday’s chances:

As a practical matter, as a political matter, I don't believe it
[special electicnl] is doable. And I am convinced if we cannot do if
in the run-off, it is simply not doable--in terms of & public vote--
until *92.

Putting it on the ballet is not my first preference, but I
certainly think there ig a consensus that it will have to be approved

1
by a vate of the folks.

One month after the election, Gov. Mofford, in a special column
written for the ARIZOMA REPUBLIC, appealed to Arizonans.

[The defeatl. . . had far more to do with the economics of an
extra paid holiday for state emplayees and general confusion over two
competing ballot propositions [301 and 3023 than it did with racism
ar the Super Bowl. . . .

In Arizona, a vast majority of citizens already celebrate the
King holiday., Several of our largest cities . . . have enacted paid
holidays. 8o, too, have the three state universities, two counties,
many school districts and numercus corporations, banks and small
businesses. #Most have chosen to honor the holiday by utilizing the
federal model that combines the nmlidays of George Washington’s
birthday with that of Abraham Lineoln, thereby allowing for the King
holiday, but without adding to the total number of holidays.

The federal model is the cne we should enact im Arizana. On
Mav. 6, the woters of this state rejected an additional holiday for

40 ; s oas .
Flannery, "¥ing Day Initiative Launched, VYote Called Unlikely
Sefare 732 Elaction,” Phoeniw Sacette, Mov. 12, 1930, p. A-i.
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state employees and have said that the Columbus Day holiday should be
retaired. The federal model meets both of these criteria. . . . I
am cpposed to the so-called menuw plan. . . . Such a plan would be
costly, create unnecessary administrative problems, and would add
still greater controversy to this issue. . . .

The legislature cannct hide from its responsibility %o address
this isswe: . . . The time for action is now, not next veary . . .

Some may believe that Arizona already has a Martin Luther King
holiday--observed as an unpaid, Sunday haliday. This view is not
accurate. Former Gov. Evan Mecham issued a standard proclamation in
13287 to implement that observance. . . .

The Sunday King proclamation, in aggition to being largely
ignored, has no force or effect of law.

In making her appeal directly to the pecple of Arizona, Mofford had

not changed her position--she favared the federal model, and she favered

immediate action. However, she did not offer any suggeétian on how the
hwaliday should be enacted or if it should be reférred to voters,

Cn Dec. &, the PHOENIX GAZETTE reparted that the governor was
proposing to ask the legislature to give her power to enact a paid King
holiday by executive order on an interim basis until the guestion could be

put before voters in November 19'5‘2.4Q The governor denied she was

considering an executive order. The following week, she cancelad a

meeting scheduled with key lawmakers, dooming holiday hopes for 19590,
On Mew Year's Eve, Stewart’s group, now called Victory Together--One

Clear Chodce, announced a new petition drive with the goal of enacting a

¥ing hioliday following the federzl medel by 2 vate of the people. The

group called the menu plan unacceptable. Community, business, religicus,

and oducational groups that formerl;

7

wer2 aligned with the MLY BAC effart
sypporved this new group which stressed grass-roots involvement and

ethical, not economic, considarations.

“"Rose Mofford, "For the Pecple of Arizaona, Still Some Unfinished
5," Avizona Republic, Dec. 3, 1930, go. F-I,
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On Jan. 21, 1391, 25,000 pecple participated in the sixth annual
march on the federal holiday in honor of King’s Yirthday, the largest King
observance ever in Arizona. March organizers called on the legislature o
give voters "one clear choice" on éhe 1992 general election ballat.

As the state’s 40th legislature convened on Jan. 14, 1991, lawmakers
considered their holiday options--enact & holiday law outright by two-
thirds vote of the legislature, thus avoiding the possibility of a3
referendum, or send the question back to voters in 1931 by special
election or in 1992 by the regular general election. With the addition of
four presumably pro-King Democrats to the Senate and the lass of several
strident holiday foes, the 20 votes necessary for a two-thirds majority
did nat seem out of reach. In the House, the May 1930 35-vote majority
appeared to be enhanced by no more than one or two, short of the 40
needed. ‘The only viable alternative appeared to be to shoot for'the 1952
ballot, which would eliminate the issue of the perceived MFL extartion
threat and the unseemly appearance of rushing to averturn the veters?!
decisinon.

A rvesclution that would put the King heliday on the 1332 ballot was
introduced in the Senate Government and Public Safety Committee, The
proposed bill would follow the federal meodel, combining Washington's and
Lincoln’s birthdays into Lincoln-Washington Presidents’ Day and creating a
paid King Day.

Most lawmakers thought the issue should be put before voters again in
1992, but many also wantad to establish a one-time paid King Day 7Tor state
emplayees in Januwary 1922 in the interim. Some feared that because voters
vrejectad a paid holiday in November 1990, an interim holiday would anger
them and possibly lead to a defeat of the holiday in the 1992 general

election.
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Leaders of both parties in the Democrat-dominated Senate believed the
bill, which included an interim holiday for 19392, would pass easily. They
also believed there were encugh votes to get an identical bill through the

Republican-controlled House, however, the bill had not yet been introduced

14

there.
To assess the mood of voters toward the King holiday controversy in
light of the election defeat and the continued debate, the ARIZONA
REPUBLIC conducted a poll of 642 registered voters in mig-January 1991,
of tAﬂSE pzlled, a majority of voters did not want the legislature io do

anything in 1991, although the differential between those against any

action and those favoring it was not large (see Fig., 141,

Should the legislature create a paid
MLK state holiday this year?

Don't Know
2%

Arizona Republic statewide poll
January 1991

Figure 14
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Finally, voters were asked for their opinions on various proposals
for creating a paid ¥img holiday. Results reflected a clear mandate
against an extra paid holiday. Yoters were evenly split on their views of
the federal model, while & majority liked a menu plan where state workers

choose from a list of holidays that includes a King Day (see Fig. 181,

If the legislature creates a paid MLK
holiday this year, should the action
be referred to voters in 19927

Arizona Republic statewide poll
January 1981

Figure 15

There are various legislative proposals
for creating a paid MLK holiday. Do
you support or oppose these options?

Don't
Support Oppase Know

Create Pregident’s Day 487 497 3%
and MLK Day
Create MLK Day as 287% 897 2%

11th paid holiday

Allow state employees 8687% 317 3%
to chaose from a
menu including
an MLK Day

Arizena Republic statewide poll
January 1981

Figure 18 .
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Polls released by Earl de Berge of the Behavior Research Center of
Phoenix and Bruce Merrill of the Media Research Program at Arizocna State
University indicate vaoters support the federal model by a Z-1 margin., In
the de Berge and Merrill polls, the federal model was explained to
respondents, and they were told the federal government celebrates a King
holiday and one holiday for Washington and Lincoln together. The de Berge
pall alsc menticned the federal model was used by other states.

On the other hand, the REPUBLIC poll done by Ellen Jacocbs and her
staff did not mention the federal holiday or what other states did. The
REPUBLIC pcll did say state employees currently get 10 paid holidays, but
the de Berge and Merrill polls did nat.

All three pollsters said they believed veters may be less willing o
suppory the Xing holiday if they are told the number of holidays state
workers now celebratz. Ellen Jacobs alsa zaid voiers arz more willing to
yote for the holiday when they are told it follows the federal model. She
said the floating holiday option would not have received as much support
if voters had been told a menu of holidays woulZ2 result in added c-:-sts.45

On Jan. 16, 1991, the aticntion of the siate, the naticn, and the
world focused on the Persian Gulf as U.S. and coalition air forces began
“he massive bombing campaign that hicked off Operation Desert Storm.

Yat, an ARIZONMA REPUBLIC poll done after the wsr began found that 15
percent of Arizonans said the King holiday question was the most important
issue facing the state while the zconomy was the #1 conmcevn named by 24
percent of the respondents. Education and taxes were well behind in third

and fourth places at eight and three percent, vespectively.

45
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In the meantime, what has the continuing dezbate and the cantroversy

it has wrought cost Arizonas?

The day afier the election, NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue announced
e would recommend that owners vote to move the 1932 Super Bowl from
Phoenix in the "best interesis of the league." I the owners agreed to
relacate the game (the owner's vote was scheduled for mid-March), Pheoenix
would be the first city to lose the league champiconship game. Phoenix
Super Bowl drganizers estimated that with the loss of the game, the Valley
wonld sacrifice $200 million in revenue.

Aside from the Super 2owl, the president of the Phoenix znd Yalley of
the Sun Visitors and Convention Bureaw estimated that losses of up to 5122

s . v . 47 .
million were likely because of the absence of the King holiday. By
early January, six conventions, including the National Leagee of Cities,
had canceled because of the "no" vote, causing a loss of revenue estinated
7
caqs - : . 48

at $7 million, according to the Conventicon Sureau.’

In a2dditicn, the NBA announcad it would noct award any eventis to

1

b

Phoeniz including its annual meetings and the All-Star Game. The Counc

dents, an organization of college presicdents

Jeae

of Independent Collzge Pres

pr

that represents halt of the natlon’s liberal aris institutions, volied o

boycott Arizena.

Softening the blow somewhat, the Episcopal Churceh announced its
46, _ s . - oz
Flannery, "¥ing Day Navrowly Deveated, é&ngered Sachers Cite Repovt
by £€85," Phosnix Bazetiz, Mov. 7, 1220, p. A-L.
" ledis Snydev and Dawn Silberdscn, "Tourism Officials Fzar Loze May
Cost Millions, €ing Yote Shock YWaves," Phoenix Gazetis, MNow, 2, 1920,
p. A-1i,
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general conveniion, a meeting that is expacted 4o draw 12,770 p2ople,
would come tz Phoeain.
7 Early Fabruzry, the legislaturz and Lthe entire stales werz vocksd

-2

by revelztion

0]
0

seven lawmakers in 2z web of fraud and infleence psddling. Dubbed AzScean,
the investigation threzfenzsd o tiz up the legisiature for moaths,
relegating the King holiday and svery other concern to the background,
while ethics hearings anc criminal procesdings vook center siage.

On March &, Fife Symington was =vworn in as governor. Symingion
supgorted a Xing holiday structured after the federzl observance, but he
was opposed Yo an interia holiday bzeause it would viclaiz the intent
voters expressed in November.®

On March 7,
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Demacrats and 17 Republicans, and it was opposed by 11 Republicans., The
sevan lawmakers inveolved in the AzBram proceedings dig nod vote.

The actizn came as Phoenly officials prepared to fend off 3 bid by
NFL owners to move the 1920 Super Bowl from the VYalley. The NFL decision
was scheduled to be made the follmwing week. King holiday opponents
called the legislature’s action an attempt o play up fa NFL interests.So
The argument became academic, however, when the NFL did, in fact, vote to
mave the Super Bowl from Phoenix.

Some legislators expressed concern that their effort to put the King
haliday on the 1992 ballot would wind up campeting with voter initiatives
by pro-King groups. But House Minority Leader Art Hamilton said the
resolution approved by the House was a version agreed ta by key King Day
supporters in the black and business communities. However, he added,

"There is oo way 4o assure this will'be the only issue on the ballat,

=4
Cbutl what I %hink it does . . . ‘s obviate the need for an initiative."™”

Baov. Symington said that by putting the holiday on the ballot, "We
-gure the public’s right to vote on the issue. We protect people’s

ol

demzcratic rights.”
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Republicans. One senator did not participate in the vole becsuse of his
AxScam indictment.

Carl NMicholson, whose group Arizonans for King Recognition was
gathering signatures to put a voter-initiated haliday prapasition on the
ballot, said he would probably discontinue the petiticn drive. Nichcolson
had previously appealed to the legislature not to act on the haliday. He
acknowledged it would only hurt the holiday’s chances if there were fwo
issuas on the ballat.ss

Steve Roman, whe was co-chairman of the MLK BAC, denied that concern
avar the possible loss of the Super Bawl at the upcoming MFL meetings was
the motivation behind the holiday push. Roman said, "It is absclutely not
the driving force. We want it completely separate from the Super Bowl."
Roman said that right after the November electicon, the House leadership

had decided to deal with the holiday question as soon as possibles after

e -
. Wty
the Feb. 23 vun-off election.
The events of mid-March 199f made i% clear that enactment of a Ming
haliday befove Movember 1932 will not happen. The fight for a paid state

holiday in Ariszona honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. hasz been geing on
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Secticon S

Phoenix Newspapers and the Holiday

Early in the fight for a holiday in Arizona commemorating Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. took a leading role. Working
bath behind the scenes lobbying the legislature and out-in-front chairing
the Super Bowl '93 Committee, the company's top management saw a state
paid holiday -honor 'ng King as important to the city of Phoeniz and the
s%ate of Arizona.

Throughout the past decade, the King controversy was one of the
biggest news stories in Arizena. The ARIZONA REPUBLIC, the PHOEMIX
GAZETTE, and, t; a lesser extent, the ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE reported in
great detail on every development affecting the holiday. These newspapers
also represented the conscience of the public, pushing and prodding on the
editorial pages to encourage debate and pointing out what they believed o
be best for Arizona.

Phoenix Newspapers, Inc., the company that publishes these three
nayspapers, is a publicly-held company that is part of Central Mewspapers,
Inc. of Indiana. The ARIZOMA REPUBLIC, a daily movrning newcpaper and the
largest paper in Arizona, is cans;dered the state newspaper of Arizopa.
The PHOENIX GAZETTE, an afterncon paper, is published Monday through
Saturday. The combined daily circulation of the ARIZONA REPUBLIC and the
PHOENIX GAZETTE places them among the top 15 newspapers in the country.

These two newspapers have been published in Arizona for mare than 100
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. years. The third paper, the ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE, is a weekly

business newspaper.

PNI’s active roale in the King debate leads to the questicn, What is a
newspaper’s rale in the community? Can a newspaper be objective in news
reporting, while at the same time taking a position on events being

reported?

Eill Shover, the Divector of Public Affairs for Phoenix Mewspapers,
Inc,, has held his position for more than 28 years, and he has been a part

of many initiatives on behalf of the company, including the King holiday

[~
effort.”

Shover said a newspaper’s role is the same as it has always been--a
newspaper must, first and foremost, be the voice of truth. He also said a
major newspaper like the ARIZONA REPUBLIC or the PHOENIX GAZETTE must be a
leader--it must take the point on the big issues that are of interest to
the public. For that reason, said Shover, a newspaper must know its
community well so that it can do what is right in the public interest.

A newspaper has to be mercenary because it is a busipess and it
must make money to survive. It also should be a missionary--a leader
in the community. Phoenix Newspapers are represented in every major
organization in the city. There is a lot of emphasis on public
affairs and community relations here, more so than at other papers.

. We believe the public is important.

The newspapers have hard decisions to make in determining what
is it that the public wants and what causes they should get behind,
Phoeniz Newspapers have been part of every major effart in the city
in the last 28 years: the Fiesta Bowl, the USS Arizona anchor and
mast, the Super Bowl, the King holiday, major league sports, o name
a few. If the paper had not gotten into the Martin Luther King
holiday effort, it would have died two years agco.

The MLK =ffort started as an economic necessity to ensure
Phoenix was awarded the 1993 Super Bowl. But we’ve converted to the
tause, Arizona needs a King holiday because it’s the right thing o
da. IY doesn’t matter what one’s motives are; the holiday is best
for the community and for Arizona,

[
. “¥All citings in this section ativibuted to Bill Shover are from an
interview conducted with him on Octobzr 5, 1930,
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Shover said the philosophy of Phaoenix Mewspapers, Inc. can be
attributed to the beliefs instilled in the company by Eugene C. Pulliam,
whio bought the papers in 1946 and served as publisher until his death in
19753. According to Shover, Pulliam published a memorandum to all
employees when he first took over that said, in part:

The first duty of citizenship is useful service to one’s
community, and [the paper] wants to be a gond citizen. The people of
{this statel can count on it when there is a warthy work of any sort
t= be done.

While the paper's standing in the community is of prime concern, said
Shover, the publisher of Phoenix Newspapers does not influence the npews
department’s rveporting. There is a fine line, according tc Shover, but
the company never uses news stories tio advance a particular position.

Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. had been one of the first major businesses
in the Valley to grant employees King Day off as a paid heliday. And, on
;he eve of Election Day in a letter to PMI employees published in the
company newsletier, John P, Zanotti, publisher and chief executive officer
of PNI, urged members of the company to participate in the upcoming
electicn and to pay particular attention to Prop, 302 (see Appendix E).
While he stopped short of calling on employees to vote in favor of Prop.
30;, Zanotti referred to the ballot as an opportunity for Arizonans to
"vote on a paid holiday for state employees, to honoe our civil rights.”

In his letter %o employees , Zanotti also talked about the positions
taken by the ARIZONA REPUBLIC and the PHOENIX GAZETTE on the issue after
"exhaustive and thorough research.” While both newspapers had taken
strong pro-holiday editorial stances in the months leading up to the
election, neither paper had started out as a supporter of a paid hliday.

As the holiday was being debated in the U.3. Congress in the summer
of 1983, the ARIZIOMA REPUELIQ supported the federal holiday, but tonk
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Congress to task for its motives, calling the Republican holiday effort
mere politics, a ploy to gain mincrity support.

The REPUBLIC editorial department was silent on King Day until May
1986 when it came gout in support of Gov, Babbitg's executive order, but
did net take a stand for or against the holiday, saying instead the debate
was tainted by racism.

In November 1986, the REPUBLIC announced it was against Gav.-elect
Mecham’s pledge % rescind the King holiday, and the following month, it
said the courts shouwld decide the legality of former Gov. Babbitt’s
executive arder. If the order was ruled illegal, the REPUBLIC preferred
legislative action over a voter referendum.

Again calling on the legislature to decide the issue in January 1987,
the paper said the holiday arqument should not be framed as a paid holiday
versus an unpaid hﬂliéay, but on the merits of a King haliday alone,
Saying the controversy bosed an economic threat to the state, the REPURLIC
feared Mecham's proposal to refer the issue to voters in the next general
election would unwisely delay sclution.

On Feb, 28, 1988, while lauding the legislature’s action in defeating
a holiday ballet bill that would have referrved the holiday question to a
public vote, the REPUBLIC called Mecham’s Sunday proclamation a token
observance. For the first time, the paper editorially came out in favor
.af a paid state holiday honoring King, a holiday queled after the federal
observance.

Over the next two years, REPUBLIC editorials repeatedly criticized
Senate Republicans for procedural maneuvers that blocked all vates an a
¥ing holiday bill.

When Gov. Mofford finally called for a special session of the
legislature to vote on a holiday in September 1989, the REFPUBLIC, after
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earlier ripping Mofford for ipactivity, lauwded her action. Calling the
economic damage caused by the controversy considerable and saying the
state’s image had been tarnished, the REPUBLIC said it was the effaris of
the business community and the possibility of the Super Bowl that broke .
the impasse.

After the legislature created King Day and canceled Coclumbus Day, the
REPUBLIC expressed fear there was the potential for an ugly campaign as
¥ing haters joined with Columbus Day supporters to force a holiday
referendum. Advancing a position it wonld trumpet time and again in the
coming months, the REPUBLIC renewed its cpposition to a ballet decision
and said the legislature should repeal the law and establish King Day
either in the federal mold or by creating an eleventh paid state holiday,
thereby invalidating the referendum.

After the legislature passed the new law ih May 1990 creating King
Day and preserving Columbus Day, the REPUBLIC lauded Mofford and the work
of business, labor, education, and religiows leaders in lobbying for the
law. The paper alsc addressed the concerns of the anti-King faction
saying the legislature’s action allowed plenty of time for holiday
opponents Lo mount & new reterendum campaign:

in August when it was clear there would be a fTall referendum, the
REPUBLIC could not believe Arizonans sought pariab status for their state
v begrudged black Americ;ns their rights. The paper, in recommending
passage of Prop. 302, was also concerned that an indifferent majority
would allow the holiday o be defeated.

In an aditorial published the day after the electiaon, the REPUBLIC

sald voters had spoken averwhelminbly against the Columbus/iiing swap, but
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called on holiday copponents and supporters to work cut a compromise for
the gonod of the ctate. The REPUBLIC also said the MFL may have had a hand
in the holiday’s defeat and the decision to move the Super Bowl was a
hasty one. A cartoon by REPUBLIC editorial cartoonist Scott Stantis
published on Mov. 8 attributing the hcliday’s defeat to racism echoed the
Epinian shared by many who lamented the election result (see Appendixz F).

REPUBLIC editorial writers ended 19390 by saying the holiday issue was
not dead. They added that the vote was not decisive, and whatever was
eventually done by the legislature must go to the voters for approval.
Finally, théy reiterated a Sunday proclamation dogs not befit King; a paid
noliday was the appropriate honor.

The PHOEMIX GAZETTE, although slower to editorially support & paid
state King holiday than the REPUBLIC, eventnally became & vocal critic of
the legislature for its inactivity and the anti-King holiday faction for
its efforts to prevent the holiday from taking effect.

In August 1983, the GAZETTE's editorial positicn mirvored that of the
REPUBLIC, saying King’s dream was being coc-opted by a liberal coalition
pader to capitalize on the credibility of the civil rights movement with
minority voters. The BAZETTE later said that although it was nothing butb
politics that got the King federal holiday passed by Congress, $he holiday
could serve as a reminder of America’s diverse heritage.

iae SALZETTE, btos, was silsrt on the holiday until the spring of 1723€
When the paper said Babbiti’s =zxscutive owder creating Kinmg Day was
politicslly motivated, bul that King deserved % be honared,  In Movember,
the GAZETTE called Mecham’s vow to rescind the order insensitive, and said
he should let the legislature decide $he izsue. Then, in June -1337, the
GAZETTE said Mecham's rescission of $he holiday Jdidn's wozn he was raciszt
and called his Sunday proclamation a perfect solution $o the controversy.
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In March 1988, by calling for a ballot vote to decide the issue and
saying it was not a disgrace to honor King with a Sunday holiday, the
GAZETTE took a position opposite of that of the REPUBLIC, Bui, on
Jan. 16, 1983, the GAZETTE reversed its stance by saying the debate had
been aver irrelevant side issues; a SBunday holiday was inadequate; the
state must have a paid King holiday--that will send an unmistakable
message that Arizona is not racist.

In appealing that the case for the King holiday should be made on
moral grouwnds, net economic ones, the GAZETTE, in the summer of 193873,
foretold the ocutline the debate would take acver the following year. The
paper said there were more important reasons than business interests for
enacting a King holiday. Its plea~--it is the right thing to do--was to
become the rallying cry for the pro-King holiday forces.

While lamding the legislature for finally creating a paid King
holiday, the BAZETTE said the effort to repeal the holiday was hopelessly
linked to racism and should not continue. At the same time, the paper
said the issue would be moot if the legislatuve would follow the federal
government’s lead, but they had had that cpporiunity for years and zould
mat get it right.

From Janvary (o April 1930, $he SAZETTE first zalled on 3le
legislature btz act, then favored a proposal %o put 4 King question on the
callet, and then reversed itself yet again calling on the legislaturz %o
acy because a rveferendum promised more divisiveness.

A BRIETTE editorial would again prove to be prophetic when, in August
1930, the paper said that confusion is the newest adversary for the
noliday becausa of the two competing holiday ballat proposibizns.

In Saptembar, ths BAIZETTE said that zlthough polls showed bhe oulooms

was uncarisin, a majority of voters suppporied a pJaid ¥ing holiday., IS
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alsc said the nassage of Prop. 202 would show that Arizona is progressive
and willing to work for a better btomorrow.

When, on the Sunday before the election, CBS News reported on the
hnliday/Super BaJl link, the GAZETTE said the MFL Super BRowl tie to the
kKing holiday was nothing new. The paper called the game a minor issue and

not the reason people should vote for the holiday. Again socunding a

prophetic note, the GAZETTE speculated that some voters would probably

vate against the holiday because of the perceived threat.

After the election, the paper took an cptimistic stance. Stating
that Arizona was not racist, the paper said the vote could have easily
gone the other way. The GAZETTE added that the issue was nat dead--the
state would eventually have a holiday.

Unlike the ARIZOMA REPUBLIC and the PHDEMIX GAZETTE, the ARIZOMA
BUSINESS GAZETTE did not address the holiday editorially on a regular
basis through the years. However, from late 1586 on, the ABG favored a
legislative solution to the King holiday controversy. The ABG did not
come cut in support of the holiday until December 1989,

As the positions taken on the papers' editeorial pages svolved through
the vears, =o too did the volume oF reportage in the ARIZOMA REPUBLIC and
the PHOEMIX GAZETTE ebb and flow as the King fxliday controversy

developed.

I

n the five year pericd beginning in January 1286 and running through
December 193G, 1,535 articles, columns, letters to the editar, and
editorials appeared in the ARIZONA REPUBLIC, PHOENIX GAZETTE, and ARIZONA
BUSIMESS GAZETTE. Twx few items appeared in the ARIZOMA BUSINESS GAZETTE
o draw any meaningtul conclusions about its coverage oF the Kimg nolliday,
fowevar 1tz numbers appear with those of She REPUBLIC and GAZETTE in the

detailed chartz in Appendi. &,
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Almast ane-~half of the total items that appeared in the three
newspapers were published in 1990, the penultimate year in ferms of the
holiday debate. The year with the next largest number of storiss (about
ane fifth) was 1387, when Gov. Evan Mecham rescinded former Gov. BEruce
Rabbitt’s executive order establishing a paid state King holiday.

The PHOENIX GAZETTE consistently saw the King issue as major fraont
page news to a greater extent than did the ARIZOMA REPURLIC with the
exception of 1988. That year, the REPUBLIC gave front page coverage to
the holiday effort on a greater frequency, although the number of stories
appearing in both papers was far less than in other years. On the other
hand, REPUBLIC columpists had more to say about the holiday than did their
counterparts on the GAZETTE staff.

The ARIZOMA REPUBLIC was the first of the papers to come out
editorially in favor of a paid state holiday honoring Xing. On Feb. 28,
1988, the REPUBLIC's lead editorial called for the adoption a paid King
hioliday to mirror the federal commemcvation. Previcusly, the paper had
supported some type of honor but had stopped short of recommending what
type of holiday should be enacted.

It was not uptil Jan. 16, 1983 that a PHOENIX GAZETTE editorial
announced the paper’s support for & paid state holiday, saying a Bunday
proclamation was not a sufficient honor for King., However, Lhe GAZETTE

did not specify a particular nlan for creating the paid holiday as the

-

REPUBLIC had dons.

Comparing coverage in the REPUBLIC and the GAZETTE in 1920 before and
after the Mov, & =lection, definite differences in the irveatment of She
news are apparsnt. While the BAZETTE maintained a front page focus on the
toliday story throuaghont the year, bthe REPUBLIC =zhifisd ibs 1ivarsgm

significantly from the front pages to elsewhere in the paper, praimarily

-
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the sports pages. Following the holiday’s defeat, the REPUBLIC's analysis
ot the vote’s economic and political fallout shared center stage with the
impact there would be on the Super Bowl and the New Year's Day Sunkist
Fiesta Bowl. As a vesult, placement of articles on the holiday in the
REPUBLIC saw a shift from the front pages to the sport pages.

Over the five-year perind of detailed analysis, more letters to the
editor voicing opposition to the King holiday appeared on the editorial
pages of the REPUBLIC and the GAZETTE than the ones supporting it.
Considered together, 1986 was the only year when there was even close to a
S0-50 split, with 46 percent favoring the holiday and 49 percent against
the holiday. The largest margin of difference was seen in 1987 when only
24 percent of thé letters published were pro-holiday and €3 percent wers
against i%, From 1988 on, the percentage of anti-holiday letiers
appearing in the GAZETTE exceeded that of the REPUBLIC by a wide margin.

Interestingly, in the weeks following the election, the GAZETTE
published a slightly higher percentage of anti-holiday letters and a much
higher percentage of pro-holiday letters than before the election, both at
the expense of letters neutral in stance. 0On the other hand, the REPUBLIC
ran lower percentages of pro- and anti-holiday letters, running more
letiers that dezlt with the issue without taking a specitic stand on $he
haliday, About one fiTith of the letters published in both papers after

the election a2nprassad concern sbout the NFL's bBlachmal

o=

o7 Arizona vobars
in threatening to pull $he 1933 Super Bowl if the holiday was defeated.
Comparing the evolution of the newspapers’ suppor: of the King
hnliday =n the editorial pages to the number and placement of articles and
letiers published through the sears, the pro-noliday position tahen by
Phoenix Mewspapers, Inc. did act appear %o iranslate to increzased
cepoviage or move favorable placament of pro-hcliday arsiolss, In
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addition, a subjective apalysis of letiers to the editcr published in the
REPUBLIC and BAZETTE indicated the newspapers wz2nt to great lengths ©o
feature opinions on both sides of the holiday question.

The ARIZONA REPUBLIC and the PHEENIYX EGAZETTE were not supporiers of

paid state holiday in the beginning; preferring instead %o focus on the

process rather than the result. However, once the decisicn was made %o

back the ¥King holiday, boih newspapers were vocal and persistent in their
editorial support.
The 1953 Super Bowl is gone and the 19%9€ game has been tentatively

awarded to Phoenix. Already stories have been published speculating that
e 13396 gomc wacs granted on the condificon the King holiday would

passad by voters in 1992, It seems the contraversy will continue and the

newspapers will, most assuredly, cover this important story, Almost as

surg, PMI will continue iis suppovt of the haliday, as the coapany has

been zn intearal part of the Super Bowl effort and alsc sees the holiday

£
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as a necessivy for Arizona’s Tuture.

&




Appendix a

Chronology
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
State Holiday
in Arizona

This chronology is a record of the effort in the state of Arizona to
create a paid state holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as it
appeared in the pages of the ARIZONA REPUBLIC, PHOENIX GAZETTE and ARIZONA
BUSINESS GAZETTE.

Entries for 1972 through 1985 represent highlights only. FPor the period
Jan. 1986 through Dec. 1990, every article on file in the Phoenix Newspapers,
Inc. library from these newspapers with Martin Luther King Jr. and the holiday
in the story lead vas reviewed. More than 1,500 articles, columns, editorials
and letters to the editor were published during this period. Every editorial
is summarized and appears under the date that it ran.

Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. assumes no responsibility for any errors in
interpretation that may have been made in summarizing entries.

Compiled by Lee J. Hockman.

1372

-- Resolution to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. dies in rizona
Senate Rules Committee.

1975

—- Bill to create King holiday paséés in the state Senate, but
fails in the House. ] -

139876

-- King holiday bill introduced in the Arizona House, but fails in
committee.

19831

-- King holiday bill introduced in the Arizona House, but fails in
comnittee. -

1982

-- King holiday bill introduced in the Arizona House, but £ails in
connittee.

1s83

Aug 2 -- U.S. House of Representatives approves King holiday legislation
338-90 over the objections of the Reaqan administration. Bill coabines paid
holidays for Washington and Lincoln birthdays into one paid holiday called
Presidents ™ay and creates a paid holiday for Dr. Martin Luther Xing Jr. on the
third Monday in January.

Aug 5 ~-- President Reagan reverses stand; says he will support federal
King holiday.
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1983 Continued --

Aug 7 ~- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Honoring King with a federal
toliday would be the ultimate salute, although holidays mean nothing to most
~dericans except a day off from work. 1It's rio*. to honor people for their
historic contributions, but Congress chear:.. those contributions by merely
using the honor to create a new paid holiday for government workers whose
productivity is already questionable.

Aug 27 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC ..ditorial -- Most in Washington bet there will
be a King holiday. Political considerations have taken precedence over
tradition and common sense. Democrats can't oppose the bill; the black vote is
‘essential for them. Republicans attempting to woo minority voters will support
the bill. President's reelection is a shoo~in if he can get even 1/4 of the
black vote. Republicans don't stand with blacks on busing, quctas or velfare,
but they can support a King holiday without bending party philosophy.

Aug 27 -- 500 people gather in Phoenix in remembrance of King's 1963 "I
Have a Dream" speech st the Lincoln Memorial in Wash., D.C. At the same time,
250,000 gather in the nation's capitol for a similar observance.

Aug 30 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Speakers at 20th anniversary rally
in Washington seemed more interested in promoting the Democratic party than in
furthering King's dream. Black concerns are being co-opted by a liberal
coalition eager to capitalize on the credibility of the civil rights movement.

oct 19 -~ U:8. Senate approves King holiday 78-22. Sen. Dennis DeConcini,
D-AZ, votes for the holiday and Sen. Barry Goldwater, r-AZ, votes against it.

Oct 71 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- It is true that politics, not
admiration, played a decisive role in Senate action to approve paid federal
holiday for Kiag. Yet new holiday can serve as a reminder to Americans of the
diversity of thelr heritage. King's courage and rhetoric stirred and inspired
blacks and whites. The holiday should be dedicatcd to more than just time off;
voluntary commrnity prcjects designed to bring together all ethnic groups would
better celebrate Xing's éream.

Nov 3 -- President Reagan signs King holiday bill into law. First
-observance will be Jan. 20, 1986.

1984

Jan 15 -- 300 prople, mostly children, gather in Phoenix and £90 gather in
Tucson to honor King. '

-~ King holiday bill introduced in the Arizona House, but fails in
conmittee.

1985
Jan 12 ~- 100 watch parade in tonor of King in Phoenix.

~- King holiday bill introduced in the Arizona House, but fails in

conmittee.

Oct 1 -~ Phoenix City Council decrees Xing's birthday will be paid holiday
for city employees.
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1986

Jan 16 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial =-- Only 20% of nation's businesses
choose to give vorkers King holiday off. This mixed response doesn't surprise
those familiar with King or the civil' rights movement. Debate on paid holiday
is pointless; it has been mired in negatives. There should be positive
national discussion of King's dream.

Jan 19 -- 1,000 people attend candlelight service to honor King.

Jan 20 -- 5,000 people march in memory of King; marks first observance of
King's birthday as a national holiday. Democrat Governor Bruce Babbitt tells
crowd that legislature has failed, Arizona should follov federal government's
lead and make the third Monday in January a state holiday.

Feb 14 -- State Senate gives preliminary approval to Senate Bill 1101
sponsored by Sen. Louis Gonzales, D-Tucson, which would combine Washington and
Lincoln birthdays into Presidents Day and establish King birthday as paid
holiday for state and county employees. Identical to federal holiday
established by U.8. Congress and signed into law by President Reagan.

Feb 19 -- Arizora Senate approves holiday bill 17-13.

Feb 21 -- House Speaker Jamie Sossaman, R-Higby, who opposes King holiday,
pulls bill identical to that passed by the Senate from the Republican Caucus
agenda blocking any further action by the House; says he acted because of
numerous complaints from Repub. workers. Bill had been introduced in the House
by Minority Leader Art Hamilton, D-Phoenix, one of two black representatives.

May 8 -- Hamilton forces debate on King holiday bill and gets voice
approval to bring to House floor without amendment. Sossaman refuses to allow
immediate roirl call vote and delays action until following day.

May 9 -- Arizona House defeats bill 30-29 (31 votes needed to pass). All
22 Democrats in House vote for bill, 7 of 38 Republicans vote for it.
Opposition arquments--another paid holiday too expensive, Washington and
Lincoln are both deserving of holiday, King may not be worthy of a holiday.

May 13 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Issue is not whether there should
be a holiday to honor King. The bill's demise in the legislature is tainted by
the shadow of prejudice and racism.

May 15 -- Darvin Aycock, Secretary-Treasurer of State AFL-CIO, laments
failure of bill; says bill was killed by reactionary forces.

May 18 -- Babbitt announces executive order establishing King holiday to
coincide with federal holiday. Applies only to state executive workers, not to
legislative or judicial branches of state government; affects 18,000 workers.
Announcement made at Pirst Institutional Baptist Church in Phoenix with 750 in
attendance. Republicans charge Babbitt's maneuver bypasses the legislature and
done only to build support for his upcoming presidential campaign.

May 20 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- § -te is embarrassed by racial
overtones of legislative debate. Debate is a. ir:11lt to all who would erase -
bigotry. Babbitt did what Reagan and Congres< “-2 the good sense to do.

Whether he was motivated by politics or con..‘ .nce, Babbitt acted in the best
interests of Arizona.
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1986 Continued --

May 20 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Babbitt's action gets him national
attention and endears him to blacks and liberals. His presidential ambitions
‘benefit the most, however, executive holiday may grow into a meaningful
observance of the civil rights movement., King deserves to be commemorated

-despite any doubts one way have about him as a man.

May 20 -- Rep. Karen Mills, R-Glendale, asks State Attorney General Bob
Corbin for legal opinion on Babbitt's executive order; says issue is not King,
but whether governor has statutery or constitutional authority to issue order.

Jun 3 -- Corbin says Babbitt exceeded his authority in issuing the
executive order, but opinion is advisory only and not binding on the governor.

Babbitt says that in his judgment as a former attorney general he acted within
his authority.

~ Jun 4 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Babbitt's executive order is a
shrewd political move that embarrassed state Republicans. Court challenge
vould waste state money. Republican partisanship was evident in opposition.

Nov 4 -- Evan Mecham, Republican candidate for governor, wins general
election with 40% of the vote.

Nov 5 -~ Mecham announces he will rescind Babbitt's order as soon as he
takes office; says order vas illegal and politically opportunistic, Mecham
insists he is not racist; says many Americans have contributed and they don't
have holidays--Washington and Lincoln deserve their own holidays and another
state holiday would cost too much money.

Nov 6 -- Hamilton calls Mecham announcement no surprise and shows Mecham's
insensitivity. Other black leaders critical of fact he is making this the
first issue of his term. Mecham won't say if he will veto King holiday bill
should one be passed by the legislature during the upcoming session; he blames
the media for raising the subject immediately.

Nov 7 -- ARIZOHZ REPUBLIC Editorial -- Rescinding King holiday will make
Mecham the object cf ridicule for millions of Americans and the majority of
Arizonans. Mecham should back off his pledge and retain the state holiday.

Nov 9 -- 250 people gather to protest Mecham's announcement. Democratic
State Sen. Carolyn Walker says if governor-elect rescinds holiday, a campaign
will be kicked off to get question on the next Election Day ballot. Phoenix
NAACP, Arizona Black Chamber of Commerce, Black Family and Child Services, and
the National Organization for Women were represented at the rally.

Nov 11 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Mecham's timing is insensitive. but
he is right in saying Babbitt's order vas politically motivated. Mecham can't
speak for majority; he won only 40% of vote. He should let the legislature
decide the issue. Arizona does not need the reputation of being bigoted.

Nov 12 -- National Baptist Convention of America announces it will not
come to Phoenix in 1989 if there is no King holiday; could result in loss of
$28 mil. for city. (Currently, Phoenix, Peoria, Glendale, Paradise Valley,

Tucson, Flagstaff, and El Mirage observe holiday; Mesa, Chandler, Scottsdale \
and Tempe do not.)
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1986 Continued --

Nov 24 -- ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE Editorial -- Mecham's vow to rescind
holiday is diversionary tactic. He says it isn't the will of the people. Why
not put the question to the people? Mecham was elected by far less than a
majority. He aims to eliminate King holiday, not just correct Babbitt's
"jllegal" order. Mecham should turn the action over to the legislature.

Nov 24 -- State Board of Education says Arizona school districts should
establish King holiday; 67 of 221 districts designated King Day for Jan. 87.

Nov 26 -- DeConcini says if Georgia can have King Day, why not Arizona.

Nov 29 -- MLK Federal Holiday Commission asks Mecham to delay action on
holiday until state legislature convenes Jan. 12; says if Mecham keeps vov to
abolish King Day, Arizona will be first state to do so. Commission is
privately funded panel established by Congress to advise best way to celebrate
federal holiday. Panel spokesman says 10 states have no holiday, 39 states and
federal government have paid holiday, and 1 state has unpaid holiday.

Dec 3 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE poll of Maricopa County residents shows that
fewer than half of Valley residents support Mecham's plan to rescind King Day;
65% say they are aware of plan, 45% favor his action (86% say King not
deserving and 41% say too many holidays) and 43% oppose his plan.

Dec 5 -- 500 people attend rally at Univ. of Arizona; hear King's son say
opposition to holiday is racist.

Dec 8 -- Rep. Jim Green, R-Tucson, pre-files bill for coming legislative
session that wo2uld put Sunday King holiday on 1988 ballot. Holiday bill
defeated in House during last session will be reintroduced in coming session.

Dec 12 -- Students at Arizona State Univ, and Univ. of Arizona urge state
Board of Regents to designate King holiday at all three state universities.
Board president says decision is up to each university's president.

-- Arizonans for MLK State Holiday, a pro-King group, announce they
will sponsor petition drive and will lobby legislature to establish holiday.
Petitions will be presented to legislature when it convenes Jan. 12. Rev.
Warren Stewart, pastor of First Institutional Baptist Church, is group
chairman; House Minority Leader Art Hamilton is honorary chairman.

Dec 13 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mecham vow to rescind holiday and
his refusal to say if he will veto new bill if passed is divisive, but blacks
are vrong to call him racist. The national media and civil rights groups can't
help but notice the gathering storm in Arizona. Let the courts decide the
legality of Babbitt's order. If order ruled illegal, the legislature can then
act, Legislative action is preferable to a ballot referendunm.

Dec 16 -- 150 people attend Arizonans for MLK State Holids 11ly to kick
off petition drive. Additional honorary chairmen announced as .oenix Mayor
Terry Goddard, Rev. Monsignor Robert Donahue of the Phoenix ~ .nolic Diocese,
Rabbi Albert Plotkin of Temple Beth Israel, builder Tommy Esp:noza, and Mike
Bielicki, president of the Central Arizona Labor Council.

-- Peter Fears, Executive Director of American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Fmployees, says governing boards of his organization and
of Arizona Public Employees Assn. back King holiday and want courts to decide
legality of Babbitt's order. The two groups represent 40,000 workers.
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Dec 20 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC reports that it endorsed 58% of Republican
candidates and 42% of Democratic candidates in the recent general election.

1987

Jan 3 -- Tempe architect Julian Sanders, chairman of Arizonans for
Traditional American Values, begins petition drive against King holiday.
Mecham spokesman says Sanders has no affiliation with governor. Mecham says
King is not issue, constitutionality of Babbitt's order is,

Jan 5 -- 250 attend prayer vigil at First Institutional Baptist Church.
speakers Babbitt and Rev. Stewvart say first in a series of events pianned to
honor King culminating with presentation of pro-King holiday petitions to the
legislature when its session convenes Jan. 19.

Jan 12 -- Mecham, in his state of the state address, rescinds Babbitt's
executive order; cites Corbin's ruling that order was illegal. Mecham urges
lawmakers to pass resolution putting the issue to the voters on 1988 ballot.
Arizonans for MLK State Holiday say next step up to legislature. Rep. Sandra
Kennedy, D-Phoenix, leader of King lobbying group, believes chances of getting
bill through legislature are good.

Jan 13 -- Rev. Jesse Jackson appeals to Mecham to change his mind about
cancelling holiday. Mecham sorry it has become national issue; says there is
no discrimination in Arizona and insists his stance is not a slap at King.
Babbitt labels Mecham action an insult and a big mistake. Julian Bond says
Mecham took "coward's way out" and calls his action "foolishness;" says it
makes Arizonans look like racists to the rest of the country.

Jan 15 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mecham's statement that
discrimination is not a problem in Arizona ignores reality. Black leaders
justified in taking issue with governor. Give Mecham benefit of doubt,

hovever. If he is misinformed, he owes it to himself and the public to find
out what the problems are.

Jan 15 ~-- ASU Students Against Apartheid and the American Federation of
Teachers and University Employees say planned observances for King are "token
gestures." Say there should be holiday. ASU's coordinator for King events
says university is doing the best it can under the circumstances.

Jan 16 ~- Sen. John Mawhinney, R-Tucson, proposes King Remembrance Day as
vay to avoid legislative bhattle.

Jan 18 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC poll shows 1/4 of Arizonans want a paid state

King holiday; 1/4 oppose holiday. 43% favor unpaid holiday. 78% say issue
should be decided by elected officials.

Jan 19 ~-- 15,000 people march to state capitol; ask legislature to support
state holiday. Legislature had agreed to accept petitions bearing an estimated
40,000 signatures calling for the holiday.

~— Mecham appears on NBC's Today Show with Jesse Jackson. Tells
Jackson he doesn't understand insistence that all must honor King. Jackson
says Mecham trying to turn back the clock. After show, Mecham says blacks
don't need another holiday, they need jobs; says holiday backers don't want to
put issue to voters because they don't want people to speak.
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Jan 19 -- Mecham and Babbitt appear on MacNeil-Lehrer NewsHour. Mecham
accuses Babbitt of creating firestorm for political purposes. Babbitt says
Mecham is hiding behind lawyers and really doesn't wvant a holiday for King.
After taping, Mecham says King doesn't deserve a holiday.

-- U.S. Rep. William Gray, D-PA, speaking at a dinner sponsored by
A8U, says Mecham is ducking the issue by hiding behind a legal opinion.

dan 20 -~ ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mecham has made uninformed and ill-
advised statements on discrimination and white backlash. His unwillingness to
face the issue head on and the legislature's lack of courage have worked
against consensus. Legislature should act to create some type of King holiday.

Jan 20 -- Singer Stevie Wonder says he'll never perform in Arizona again
because of Mecham's decision to rescind holiday.

Jan 21 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports the Democratic National Committee will
relocate meeting of party benefactors from Phoenix to protest Mecham's action.
-~ National Newspaper Publishers Assn. calls off conference.
President of Phoenix and Valley of the Sun Convention and Visitors Bureau
expects more groups to reject Arizona if there is no King holiday; costs could
run into the millions.

. Jan 23 -- Jesse Jackson cancels appearance at ASU in protest.

Jan 24 -- Republican state convention, after bitter debate, passes
resolution urging legislature to put King question to voters.

Jan 25 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mecham believes issue is over, but
fallout is just beginning. There is an economic threat to the state, which is
heavily dependent on tourism and convention business. Corporate relocations
could be the next area to be hit. Mecham's proposal to defer to voters would
unvisely delay solution. Lawvmakers should act now to establish a holiday.

Jan 31 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Legislators should offer voters a
multiple-choice holiday test to pick personal menu of holidays based on ethnic
background, religion, politics, etc. Make as much sense as current happenings.

Feb 5 -- National Urban League cancels regional conference in protest.

Feb 16 -- House Bill 2419, sponsored by Rep. Hamilton, is assigned to
House Rules Committee, Sepate Bill 1083, cosponsored by Sen. Walker and Greg
Lunn, R-Tucson, in Senate Government Committee. Identical bills would combine
Washington and Lincoln holidays and create paid King holiday (the Eederal
model) costing state no additional money.

Feb 17 -- House Rules Committee approves bill 7-6 sending measure to House
floor (5 Dems. and 2 Repubs. for, 6 Repubs. against).

Feb 18 -- Eldridge Cleaver, former Black Panther, to testify before Senate
Government Committee; says Mecham right in rescinding holiday because it's not
needed and Democrats raising racism issue to keep grip on black voters. 500
pack Senate gallery in anticipation of vote, but it's delayed until next day.

Feb 19 -- House approves holiday bill 35-25 (all 24 Dems. and 11 Repubs.
for, 25 Repubs. against,. Republican leadexship encouraged legislators to vote
their conscience. Republican "for" votes called courageous.
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Feb 19 -- Senate Government Committee defeats bill 6-3 along party lines.
No compromise could be worked out; Republicans say only Sunday holiday
acceptable, Democrats reject it.

Mar 2 -- Mecham Watchdog Committee, formed after Mecham rescinded King
holiday, announces petition drive to oust governor for causing state to be
labeled "haven of bigotry."

-- National Black Nurses Assn. will move convention from Phoenix to
protest cancellation of holiday.

Mar 11 -- Phoenix 40, organization of chief executive officers of major
Valley businesses, against public vote to decide holiday.

Mar 16 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE poll shows 41% of U.S. population aware of
Mecham's action, but only 20% think it has hurt Arizona's image. Among
Arizonans, 45% agree with rescission, 45% disagree. 58% think state's image
hurt. 51% would vote for King holiday, 39% would vote against it.

Mar 23 -- ASU president rejects call for staff King holiday; tells faculty
senate he has no authority to declare holiday despite Board of Regents opinion.

Mar 26 -- Rev. Stewart announces Arizonans for MLK State Holiday have
launched drive to spur nationwide convention boycott of state. Prompts Mayor
Goddard to quit group and draws criticism from Sen. Walker.

Mar 28 -- Rock band The Doobie Brothers cancels May 21 benefit concert in
protest of holiday rescission.

Mar 31 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Proposed boycott of state is
divisive; will build resentment and resistance to the cause its advocates are
seeking to advance. 1It's likely to widen and harden division over cause.

Apr 2 -- Irish rock band U2 blasts Mecham over King issue. While not
cancelling upcoming concerts, they donate $5,000 to Mecham recall effort.

Apr 7 -- Rocky Mountain Council of Latin American Studies cancels 1988
convention in Tucson in protest.

Apr 10 -- New Mexico becomes 42nd state to enact King holiday. Lobbyist
credits Arizona for success. 40 states have paid holiday, 2 unpaid.

Apr 13 -- U.S. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, at ASU raising money for MLK
Scholarship Fund, calls Mecham's action deplorable and supports boycott.

Apr 29 -- Unitarian Universalist Assn., representing 1,000 congregations
in U.8. and Canada, cancels plans for meeting in Phoenix.

May 5 -- Soul-rock group Kool and the Gang announces they will donate part
of proceeds from two Valley concerts to Arizonans for MLK State Hol.day.

May 7 -- Public Education Fund will move annual meeting from Phoenix.

May 13 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports Council on Social Work Education cancels
Phoenix meeting, costing city $1.2 mil. Convention Bureau says losses could
reach $15.1 mil. 16 groups have cancelled since January; losses of $4.6 mil.
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May 16 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Arizona Senate has done nothing to
resolve holiday impasse. Fallout has intensified; fears of convention boycott
are coming true. Mecham's actions have had negative impact, but Senate
Republicans share blame for not finding vay to honor a deserving American.

May 18 -- National Head Start Assn. cancels meeting in Phoenix; revenue
loss of $3 mil. Largest group thus far to back out.

May 19 -- United Methodist Church cancels plans for Arizona meeting.
Convention Bureau puts losses to Valley at $18.2 mil. since January.

May 29 -- Pop singer Luther Vandross cancels Valley appearances.

Jun 4 -- Mecham tells hotel officials it's time for Arizonans to stop
allowing outsiders to pressure state; insists tourism will not suffer. He says
people not coming to Arizona is a non-issue.

Jun 13 ~-- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Mecham's cancellation of King
holiday doesn't mean he is racist.

Jun 14 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Paralysis in the legislature has
persisted. Mecham "don't blame me" stance is disingenuous. He is and has been
the focus all along. Governor professes to be sick of the flap, but exhibits
head-in-the-sand ignorance of the economic implications of his action. It's
time to settle the matter; the legislature should act. Holiday of some type
would rightfully memorialize King's contributions.

Jun 18 -- Mechanm proclaims third Sunday in January as MLK/Civil Rights
Day; will not be legal holiday. Rep. Hamilton calls move a political gimmick
designed to take heat off; says issue will remain. Holiday backers say Hecham
action not enough. Senate Majority Leader Bob Usdane, R-Scottsdale, says move
vill show nation Arizona and it's governor aren't racist. Mecham rejects
estimates of lost revenue, which are put at more than $20 mil.

Jun 19 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Mecham's proclamation is what
Babbitt should have done. Sunday civil rights memorial day is perfect. Paying
state workers for day off does not honor King.

Jun 26 -~ League of United Latin American Citizens cancels convention in
Phoenix; loss put at $1.7 mil.

Jul 2 -- National Basketball Assn. announces league annual meetings will
not be held in Scottsdale because of King controversy. Convention Bureau says
NBA cancellation will bring more national attention to the issue.

Jul 5 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC state poll shows support for recall effort is
dropping; 36% favor recall (down from 40% in May), 91% of those favoring recall
say King isn't issue. 47% agree with Sunday King/Civil Rights Proclamation,
46% disagree. 31% say Sunday lioliday best, 30% favor paid holiday.

Jul 6 -- Drive to recall Mecham officially begins.

Jul 7 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- King controversy is convenient
excuse for NBA to skip Phoenix. Real reason is grand-jury investigation into
drug use by past and present Phoenix Suns players.
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Jul 12 -- Young Democrats of America announce they will have August
convention in Phoenix despite threats of boycott and pressure from King family
and Jesse Jackson. Although against Mecham's stand, group decided to continue
with plans in order to reaffirm belief in King.

Jul 18 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- State tourism director, a Mecham
supporter, planned to make speech calling for special legislative session on
King holiday, but after advance copies of speech had been circulated, he
omitted that section when he gave speech. Somebody told him to leave it out.

Jul 18 -- National League of Cities board votes to have 1991 convention in
Phoenix, but only if state creates paid King holiday. $5 mil. convention vould
be largest in Valley history with almost 10,000 people.

Jul 20 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -~ State tourism director was going
to say King issue would potentially wreak economic havoc on state and that
special legislative session was needed. Mecham has repeatedly denied adverse
economic impact and has called the King holiday question a non-issue. The
speech was changed before delivery, leaving one to question how free is speech
in the Mecham administration?

Jul 29 -- Jesse Jackson says Mecham is a mean-spirited man whose views on
civil rights have embarrassed Arizona. Says Sunday holiday is not enough.

Aug 12 -- Prescott City Council rejects bid to establish King holiday.

Aug 14 -- State Sen. Peter Kay, R-Phoenix, calls for public vote on King
issue. He had previously voted against paid holiday in the Senate, but now
wvants the issue decided by the voters.

Aug 26 ~-- Talk show host Oprah Winfrey cancels appearance at Phoenix
College.

Sep 5 -- Radio-Television News Director Assn. cancels $1.7 mil. convention
in Phoenix partly because of King issue and partly because of Mecham's frequent
run-ins with the media.

Oct 13 -- Hispanic National Bar Assn. cancels Phoenix convention.
Convention Bureau says 45 conventions have cancelled, costing state $25 mil.

Oct 14 -- League of Arizona Cities and Towns veotes to urge legislature to
enact paid King holiday.

Oct 30 -- RAmerican Correctional Assn. rescinds invitation to Mecham to
give keynote address at its convention because of King controversy.

Nov 2 -~ Mecham Recall Committee files 32,000 petitions with Secretary of
State Rose Mofford containing more than 380,000 signatures. 216,746 valid
signatures of registered voters are required to force recall election. Must be
verified by County Registrars.

Nov 5 -- Mecham calls Corbin "political enemy #1" for prosecuting governo:
to further his own career and for creating furor over King holiday. Corbin
ordered investigation into $350,000 campaign loan to Mecham.
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Nov 11 -- Secretary of State announces 386,000 signatures have been
counted making special election virtual certainty; will take 60 days for
signature verification.

Dec 2 -~ Sen. Kay files bill to put King holiday question on 1988 ballot.

Dec 4 -~ Republican Senators Bill DeLong and Jack Mavhinney file bill that
would specify three universal paid holidays and allow state to select seven
other paid holidays from a list of 11 optional holidays.

Dec 21 -- Mofford announces signature verification has reached 240,000,
more than enough to force recall election.

1988

Jan 8 -- Mecham indicted on fraud and perjury charges related to an
illegal campaign donation.

Jan 13 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Mecham-generated troubles giving
state reputation of anarchic banana republic. Tourism is suffering because of
government's inept cancelling of holiday. Government and business leadership
must act in the best interests of the state.

Jan 14 -- Buoyed by $25,000 donation by comedian Eddie Murphy, King
holiday group is financing pro-holiday advertising with the themes that by
creating Presidents Day, the King holiday won't cost the state money and the
King holiday is not just a black holiday--it's for all Americanms.

Jan 15 -- Mayor Goddard calls on legislature to follow city's lead and
establish statevide paid holiday without giving up any existing ones.
-— On the eve of impeachment hearings, Mecham sends letter to
ARIZONA REPUBLIC admitting to mistakes in his handling of King holiday and the
embarrassing publicity it has caused.

Jan 17 -- 2,000 people hear speeches calling for King holiday.

Jan 18 -- ARIZONA REPYUBLIC poll of Arizonans shows 82% favor some kind of
King holiday. 51% support Sunday recognition day, 31% want paid holiday, 9%
say King should not be honored. 85% favor ballot decision, 15% want
legislature to decigde.
-- 5,000 march in heavy rain in support of King and paid holiday.

Jan 19 -- Senate Judiciary Committee votes to refer Kay's bill to full
Senate 5-4 without any recommendation; bill would allow voters to decide
between paid holiday, Sunday holiday or neither. Bill opposed by King holiday
group, which supports Hamilton's House and Walker's Senate bills that call for
Presidents Day and paid King Day in the federal model.

Jan 25 -- Mofford says 301,000 signatures have been verified; Mecham must
resign within Eive days or face recall election.
-- ASU faculty senate votes to recommend paid King holiday to
university president. (Presidents of all three state universities must approve
holiday to force Board of Regents vote.)

Feb 1 -- Mofford sets recall election for May 17.
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Feb 5 -- House votes 46-14 to impeach Mecham. Secretary of State Rose
MoEford will act as governor through Senate trial and will assume office if at
least 20 Senators vote to convict Mecham.

Feb 8 -- Acting Governor tells reporters she favors paid King holiday.

Feb 10 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mofford is acting to heal old
vounds by urging legislature to establish King Day. She deserves support.

Feb 25 -- Senate defeats measure 15-12 that would have allowed voters to
decide King issue (11 Dems. joined by 4 Repubs.). Senate president says other
bills won't be addressed under after impeachment trial.

-* Feb 28 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Legislature is awakening to its
duties in defeating ballot bill. Bill was a misquided attempt to duck
responsibility. Mecham's token Sunday observance has not extinguished the
outrage or ended the rancorous debate. A fair and reasonable compromise that
would be the only sensible solution is to adopt the federal model.

Mar 2 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- It's clear that Arizonans favor a
ballot vote to decide the holiday issue, but the Senate ignored that fact. The
Senate took on an elitist attitude that the electorate should not decide. It's
time to ask whether the continuing debate does a disservice to King. It's
neither a disgrace nor a defeat to honor King with a Sunday holiday.

Apr 4 -- Senate convicts Mecham of obstructing justice 21-9 and of
misusing money 26-4, but could not muster enough votes to bar him from future
office. The verdict immediately installed Mofford as governor.

Apr 12 -- Arizona Supreme Court cancels recall election.

Apr 14 -- Paid King holiday clears Senate Government Committee by 5-4
vote; bill would create Presidents Day and MLK/Civil Rights Day. Bill still
faces Republican caucus vote that could keep it from the Senate £loor.

Apr 18 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Senate Government Committee has
taken important first step to put agony and divisiveness behind the state and
appropriately honor King. Republicans should allow measure to go tc Senate
floor for vote. Let the healing begin.

Apr 24 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC reports Mofford has worked behind the scenes
with the legislature since February. Senate and she agreed to wait until after
impeachment trial to have bill heard. She did not publicize letter she
received from King's widow praising her efforts.

May 8 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Senate President Carl Xunasek has
pigeonholed King holiday bill in the Rules Committee, claiming there are not
enough votes to ensure its success. The bill measures up; Xunasek should step
dovn from his throne and allow full Senate vote.

May 17 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE statewide poll shows 45% favor paid King holiday
with an equal number opposing it.
-- Republicans say Senate Rules Committee vote would dooam bill;

they are h- ding it to ensure its success. Bill supporters say Republ1cans are
merely tr, ag to kxill the measure.
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May 31 -- In a surprise move, Senate Democrats get King measure tacked on
to another bill and win tentative approval 14-12. Bill still requires vote of
full Senate and faces legal challenge because of its attachment to an unrelated
bill. Kunasek says he won't let committee vote because bill will be defeated.

Jun 2 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Republicans continue to put
roadblocks in front of King measure; such maneuvering reveals flaved thinking
and sullies the reputation of the legislature. Kunasek has kept bill bottled
up for weeks. His continued resistance is needlessly opening old wounds. It's
time for the decency of the legislature to be plumbed.

Jun 2 -- Mecham criminal trial begins.
Jun 16 -- Mecham acquitted of violating criminal state campaign lavs.

Jun 30 -- After much maneuvering, Senate rejects King holiday 15-14 in the
vaning hours of the session. Democrats agreed to support revenue program to
balance budget and in return Republicans allowed bill on the floor for vote.

Jul 5 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- King bill fell victim to Republican
concerns for their own political future. Two crucial Republicans reversed
themselves and voted against the bill citing Democratic blackmail; nothing more
than a convenient excuse to vote along party lines.

Jul 10 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Way to break impasse is to
challenge Attorney General's original King holiday opinion in court. ARIZONA
REPUBLIC advised 18 months ago to let courts decide. Corbin's opinion issued
vithout legal precedent. After courts have ruled, all present options would
still be available without question of their legality.

Jul 11 -- Arizonans for MLK State Holiday vow to continue to uzge
convention boycott until legislature approves holiday; announce plans to
publicize efforts at next veek's Democratic National Convention in Atlanta.

Jul 16 PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- King supporters' disappointment is
understandable, but their attempts at economic retribution are misguided. They
will hurt the minority population the most. King's dream cannot be kept alive
without economic opportunity.

Jul 19 -- Arizona delegates to the Democratic National Convention say thcy
will continue holiday £ight, but will not embarrass state at the comveation.
No threats of business boycott were mentioned nor were there protests.

Jul 21 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Wiser and cooler heads prevailed in
Atlanta. Ill-conceived protest to boycott Arizona did not materialize. This
divisive issue should not threaten livelihoods.

Sep 9 -- Arizona Board of Regents unanimously votes to enact paid King
holiday at the three state universities. Applies to 1/2 of 40,000 state
employees. Mofford, who serves as a regent, joined in the vote. In return,
each university must give up one cther paid day off of their choice.

tlov 17 -- Civil rights and Democralic party leaders urge legislature to
enact holiday during next session. With recent elections, line-up iz not
favorable; Senate count shows 16-14 failure, House make-up indicates passage.
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Dec 14 -- 600 people, including Governor Mofford, attend rally to kick off
King celebration and to support state holiday in his honor.

1889

* Jan 16 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Holidays are symbols of what we
hold dear. PHOENIX GAZETTE nov believes it's important for Arizona to join
federal government and majority of states by enacting King Day. Debate has
been over irrelevant side issues. Sunday holiday GAZETTE previously supported
is inadequate; state must have paid holiday ! .e third Monday in January.

Jan 16 -- 8,000 gather at state capitol to honor King and ask for state

holiday in his name. Arizona nov one of only six states without paid holiday.

-~ Senate Majority Leader John Mawhinney predicts King bill will
again be defeated in 1989; says pressure for holiday has dwindled.

-- Convention Bureau says there have been no cancellations since
April of last year.

-~ King bill introduced in the House by Rep. Kennedy and in the
Senate by Sen. Walker.

Peb 2 -- House approves paid King holiday 35-24; nine Republicans join the
Democratic caucus in support of the bill. Chairman of Senate Government
Committee, Wayne Stump, R-Phoenix, says he won't give bill a hearing if it's
assigned to his committee.

Feb 5 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Republican Senate is again failing
to deal with the King issue head on. By taking no stand; they are prolonging
the matter, keeping state divided and poisoning public opinion against Arizona.

Mar 29 -- Senate President Bob Usdane assigns King bill to Government
Comnittee after holding it for two months. Chances of bill getting out of
conmittee appear small in light of Stump's previous statcaments

Apr 14 -- King group releases independent poll that shows 2-1 support for
paid holiday in two southern Arizona legislative districts; counters arguments
oF Tucson Senators who claim their constituents don't support holiday. Group
vovs to keep up pressure for hcliday.

Apr 16 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Senate leadexs should vote on King
holiday. Republican actions are shaded by politics, not conscience. Usdane
should have followed the House leadership's example and referred bill directly
to Senate floor. 1iow is the time to act, aot juzt because it's right, but alse
to help expunge this ugly leftover of the Mecham era.

apr 17 -- Mofford urges 3enate to vote on King bill. Usdane says quick
action will dooa bill.

Apr 18 -- Republicans in House Commerce Comnittee defeat Democratic
attempt to attach holiday measure to major economic development bill. Move was
attempt to pressure GOP leaders to allow Senate vote. Democrats vow to try
again when economic developnent bill reaches the House floor.

Apr 24 -- Mofford warns she aay hold up GOP-backed legiglation to gain
approval of King holiday.
-- 2060 people rally at state capitol to call for King bill passage.
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Apr 26 -- PHOENIX GRZETTE Editorial -- Mofford action is right. King
furor has gone on too long and Arizona has suffered enough. King holiday will
send message that state won't tolerate racisa.

Jun 16 -- Usdane refuses to bring King bill to the Senate floor because it
lacks support of the Republican caucus; maneuver kills bill for the session.
-- Black and Jevish advocates of King holiday call for special
session of the legislature; Mofford uncommitted on spec’al session possibility.
-- Arnie Zaler, chairman of Ad Hoc Comnittee for MLK Holiday, says
holiday backers are forming committee to lobby businesses and labor groups to
unilaterally recognize the holiday.

Aug 4 -- Mofford rules out calling special legislative session to address
holiday flap; says legislators must be convinced holiday is go~d for Arizona
and not a party issue. King group accuses governor of breaking proamise.

2ug 9 -- Mofford, under pressure, agrees to call special session, but only
if lawmakers can guarantee bill's passage. Holiday supporters relying on key
business leaders to pressure lsvmakers. Phoenix 93 Super Bowl Comnittee, a
coalition of 25 business leaders and sports executives working on getting the
NFL championship game, says lack of King holiday may jeopardize chances fer
game bid; consider supporting holiday group.

Aug 11 -- 2RIZONA REPUBLIC BEditorial -- Yofford's wzffling on holiday is
evidence of state's lack of leadership. Fearful of rippiing the waters, she
refused to call special session; says she doesn't want a fight. Pight is
inevitable. Bill should have passed last session, but didn't because Usdene is
afraid of disturbing the prejudices of the ignorant. He reneged on his proaise
and refused to bring bill to vote. At stake is Arizona's standing among the
civilized, possibly the 1993 Super Bovl znd many nztional conventions. HNow is
the time for the governor to act.

_Aug 14 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- 2s a result of her recent {lip-£flep
on the King izsue, the governor has lezrned it's hzrd to be governor and be
loved by all. The dire consequences predicted if bill doesn't pass are
probably exaggerated, bu% the case for the holiday ought to be =ade on oozal
grounds, not econonic ones. If the governor cam't stay with her decisions on
this issue, than doubt if she'll be an effective participant in solutions ts
state's more serious problens.

Sep § -- PHOENIX GAZETTE eports governor met with 3il11 Biduill, owner of
Phcenix Cardinals, and Jerry Cclangele, president ¢f Phoenix Seas, to get theiz
lp in *obujxng for paQSage of (;19 bo;zday 11 saecxal legislatzve =e551o1.

Uadane SajS he doubts pressure 2ill help get b111 LHLOug ; s=ys Xing guestion
should be handled in next reqular legislative session in Jcﬁua:y 1950.

Sep 14 -- Hofford asks Eor special session to dezl with Xing holiday,
along with other issues; called for session when she l2arned controversy has
cost Zrizona more than $25.6 mil. since 1937. Mofford szys business leaders
convinced her bill would pass. Phoenix 93 says passage of bill critical to
getting Super Bowl and the $2060 ail. it could bring to the Yallay's econosy.

Sep 15 -- Republican leaders say King bill won't pass; say Mofford's zbout
face on the special session will hurt her on other issues.

A5




O 1989 Continued --

Sep 17 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Mofford's judgment is sound in
calling for special session. Usdane is hiding behind caucus rules, not willing
to use his presidential perogetive to call for £full Senate vote. The economic
damage has been considerikle; the state's image has been tarnished. Republican
fears axe hooey; it is tney vho have jeopardized other issues.

Sep 17 -- ARIZCNA REPUBLIC reports lawmakers say business leaders are
hypocrites; thuse who pressure legislature to pass holiday do not grant their
, ovn employees a day off on King Day.

Sep 18 - PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- More important reason than business
interests to celebrate King Day: It's the right thing to do. Special session
offers an opportunity tc vorrect this unfortunate situation,

Sep 18 -~ Mofford officially adds King holiday to special session agenda.

Sep 19 -- Democrats charge Republicans are attempting to head off .ote on
holiday. Rep. Bart Baker, R-Hereford, introduces resolution that would call
for statewide election on whether to rep.ace Columbus Day with King Day.

Sep 20 -- 8en. Leo Corbet, R-Phoenix, introduces bill to shift Columbus
Day to unpaid Sunday holiday and enact paid Monday King Civil Rights Day. Bill
clears Senate Judiciary Committee 6-3. Mofford says she'll support nev bill.
GOP canucus bucks off vote, delaying bill's movement to the Senate floor.

‘ Sep 21 -- GOP caucus votes 9-8 to release King bill to Senate floor whexe
Senate passes it 17-11; House passes bill 37-21. Measure drops paid Columbus
Day in Ociober and replaces it with paid King Civil Rights Day in January.

Sep 22 -- Mofford signs bill into law; will take effect in 90 days.

Sep 23 -- ARIZONA REPUBLiC Editorial -- Impasse broken in part by vigorous
lobbying of business community citing economic impact and by prospect that
failure would doom Super Bowl L°d. Should be noted that five Republicans who
opposed the bill zensed the sentiment and allowed the legislature to work.

Sep 23 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Legislature put aside years of
controversy and bitterness in passing state holiday. Cynics will say it vas
~wre scenomics. So what? Rarely are motivations pure. Peaceful protest and
vosrotts have long been tact’cs of civil rights leaders. In XKing's ovn vords,
"free at last.*

Sep 25 -- Mecham supporter Julian Sanders starts petition drive to get
King Day on thc 1990 general election ballot; needs 43,350 signatures of
registered voters by Dec. 21, the date bill will go into effect.

wrad g acs e

Oct 3 -- Pat Quaranta, leader of Citizens for the Restoration of
Columbus Day, says his group will joip Sanders in petition drive. Columbus
~upporters vanted to launch separate etfort over concerns Sanders' group
tiinted Dy racism, but afraid they could not get enough signatures on their
own. (uaranta says not against King holiday; wants Columbus Day restored.

Uct 6 -~ PHCENIX GaZRsiE reports Sanders wrote letter to Mormon Church
calling King communist anti-Christ. Quaranta's group, although concerned abcut
appearance of racism, will -0t abandon joint petition effort.
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Oct 6 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- With Sanders' letter, effort to
repeal King holiday is hopelessly linked with racism and should not continue.
Attempt to repeal King Day will cause further embarrassment and controversy for
Arizona. Columbus supporters should petition legislature to reestablish
Columbus Day rather than go through with theiz referendum campaign.

Oct 10 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- King holiday will not diminish
achievements of Columbus; Columbus will continued to be honored.

Oct 10 -- Coalition of ethnic groups supporting restoration of Columbus
Day vote for 30-day moratorium on collecting petition signatures to distance
their effort from the Sanders drive, which they perceive as racist. Coalition
wants legislature to take action; supports both King and Columbus holidays.

Oct 11 -- Quaranta's group breaks with coalition and votes to continue
petition drive to restore Columbus Day and eliminate King Day despite pleas
from legislators and yio-King groups that a separate Columbus Day petition
drive should be established. Quaranta repeats his position that he is not
against King; he vants to restore Columbus Day.

Oct 12 -- Tempe City Council approves King holiday by 6-1 vote.

Oct. 13 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Ralph Abernathy's accounts of
King's infidelities are likely tc stir emotions. But, as ve've said before,
King is not honored because he led a blameless life; he is honored for his
contributions to American society and for ending institutional prejudice.

Oct 14 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- State ethnic groups visely decided
to stop circulating petitions to avoid assocziation with Sanders. Sadly,
Quaranta's group doesn't care what company they keep. The legacy of hate
continues. The potential damage is_far greater than one holiday.

Oct 18 -- Tucsnn-based Columbus Recognition Committee starts petition
drive to restore Columbus Day without affecting King holiday; hope to get
question on 1990 general election ballot.

Oct 19 -- Attorney General Bob Corbin says Columbus Day can be rcestored in
a voter referendum without affecting the paid King holiday.

Oct 23 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Corbin opinion amight save state
embarrassment; holiday question is now not an either/or proposition.
Legislature could make issue moot if it would follow federal lead, but then
they have had that opportunity for years and couldn't get it right.

Nov 13 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC state poll shows 60% think the legislature did
vrong in creating King Day and dropping Columbus Day; would repeal law if they
had chance. 28% say legislature did right. 78% want Columbus Day restored.

iov 15 -~ 7Tvo Phoenix lawyers begin third effort to restore Columbus Day;
aim to have state conform to federal law. Effort called Holiday Unity Group;
. needs 36,699 signatures by July 5 to get measure on 1990 ballot.

Nov 27 -- Rev. Stewart steps down as lecader of Arizonans for MLX State
Holiday; says qroup needs white leadership to diffuse race issue and to appeal
to a broader segment of the public.
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Nov 28 -- Corbin says law eliminating Columbus Day is unconstitutional
because of technical drafting problems, but portionm of bill creating King Day
remains valid. Opinion not binding; court challenge required to get ruling.

Nov 30 -- Corbin releases written opinion that says Columbus Day still a
paid state holiday and paid King holiday is also valid; says it's up to the
legislature to fix law so that it complies with constitutional requirements.

Dec 1 -- Corbin says that if law is challenged, a judge would throw out
flawed portion of the measure, leaving the state with both Columbus and King
paid holidays effectively invalidating the petition drives.

Dec 7 -- Arizona Center for Lav in the Public Interest drops plans for
legal challenge of law because of fears King Day might be jeopardized.

Dec 21 -- King holiday put on hold 9 1/2 hours before taking effect as
opponents file nearly twice the number of signatures required to put issue
before voters in 1990. Quaranta says he doesn't consider success of the
petition drive a victory.

—-- Bruce Babbitt and former U.S. Rep. John Rhodes, who served as
House Minority Leader in U.S. Congress, announce campaign to save King holiday
should it go to a public vote; group called MLK Better America Committee.

Dec 22 -- In light of state King holiday suspension, Maricopa County
cancels county King holiday.

Dec 23 ~-- 3RIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Not all King holiday opponents are
racists; many feel he's undeserving because of nis personal conduct. Intention
is not to honor King for his failings, but to honor him for his role in civil
rights. Legislative effort to end controversy failed. King haters in concert
with Italian-Americans have apparently succeeded in gelting question on the
ballot. There is potential for an ugly campaign that will bring national
attention. Legislature should restore Columbus Day vhen it convenes in
January, thereby invalidating the referendum. Action will require courage and
statesmanship, both of which have been substantially depleted.

Dec 27 -- Secretary of State confirms there are 78,000 signatures on
Sanders/Quaranta petitions; county registrars must still verify 5% sample of
the signatures to qualify referendum for 1990 ballot.

Dec 29 -~ ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE Editorial -~ King holiday does not
condone his personal transgressions, which are unimportant. What's important
is King's stature as symbol of fight for equal rights. Sume are upset because
Columbus has been removed from a position of honor; a small core is suffering
from racism. Legislature should restore Columbus holiday, thus invalidating
the referendum initiative.

1990

Jan 3 -~ National Assn. of Black Journalists cancels plans to hold annual
board meeting in Phoenix in protest of continuing King controversy.

Jan 9 -- Phoenix 40 votes unanimously to support paid Xing holiday, to
restore Columbus Day as a paid holiday and to retain Washington and Lincoln
birthdays as separate paid holidays.
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Jan 12 -~ Secretary of State says 59,602 signatures found to be valid;
referendum qualifies for November ballot. King Day is offizially cancelled.

-- 1,600 gather to honor King; hear calls for Xing holiday.

-- Head of Phoenix 40 says that while it's true holiday would be
good for business, it's more important for state to get in step with rest of
country. The business leaders, sparked by renewed threat of economic boycott
and the belief "it's the right thing to do," declare all-out effort to lobby
legislature to pass new holiday bill and block popular vote.

-- Bill Hogan, general manager, Phoenix Newspapers, Inc., says PNI
vill give its employees paid holiday if state does; small price to pay to
prevent nationvide ridicule.

-- Republican legislators express doubt business effort will make a
difference; legislators will be hesitant to act nov that petitions have shown
voters vant to decide.

Jan 13 -- State Democrats adopt platform calling for King holiday and
restoration of Columbus Day.

Jan 14 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC poll of Arizonans shows 71% would vote to
repeal Columbus/King day law; 23% approve of legislature's action. 49% support
King holiday in principle; 40% oppose. Of those who oppose, 48% say Fing not
deserving, 20% say another paid holiday too expensive and 18% say they are
against cancelling another holiday to accommodate King.

-~ Tourism officials say recent events have had little impact on
tourism and conventions, but predict groups will not commit until, and unless,
Arizona has a paid King holiday. Business officials say King flap will have
little impact on industry decisions to relocate to state.

-- 1,500 people attend 10th annual candlelight service in
remembrance of King; hear appeals to fight for ballot victory in November.

Jan 15 -- 15,000 march to state capitol in largest demonstration yet in
Arizona for King holiday. Pat Quaranta, vho joined wvith King opponents to
force referendum, says he will work to put alternate proposal on ballot to
allow both Columbus and Xing holidays. Sen. Carolyn Walker calls on the -
legislatuze to enact both King and Columbus Days and thereby cancel referendunm.

Jan 16 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- For first time, poll reveals
majority faver King holiday, however 71% oppose it at the expense of Columbus
Day. Results reinforce widespread support for legislature to do what is
right. Legislature should act now and spare state the bitter campaign.

Jan 16 -- Senate Bill 1019 introduced in Senate; creates Xing Jay,
restores Columbus Day and retains Washington and Lincoln holidays. Sponsored
by five Democrats, including Walker.

Jan 1% -- ARIZONA BUSINES3 GAZETTE Editorial -- Business leaders support
holiday; polls show most Arizonans favor it; yet issue must wait for November
ballet. BExpect nc action in legislature; it's an election year; no one will
take a controversial stand.

Jan 24 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE prints letter from Accuracy in Media, based in
#ash., D.C., that questions chjectivity of REPUBLIC/GAZETTE coverage 3£ %ing
issue. Notes Hogan's public announcement of company support foc holiday and
wonders if it influences papers' coverage.

A-19




1990 Continued --

Jan 25 -~ Tvo holiday bills introduced in Housc by Rep. Sandra Kennedy;
one would create combined Washington-Lincoln Day and the otlier King Day.

Feb 13 -- King holiday supporters and defenders of paid Columbus Day form
coalition to pressure legislature to revisit issue before November ballot.
Called UNITY, members include Pat Quaranta, leader of Citizens for the
Restoration of Columbus Day, Rev. Henry Barnwell, newly elected president of
Arizonans for MLK State Holiday, and Arnie Zaler, a Phoenix businessman active
in the King holiday effort last year. UNITY favors federal model combining
Washington and Lincoln holidays into Presidents Day and creating King holiday.

Feb 14 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE repozts on O'Neil Associates Valley Monitor poll
that shows 51% of Valley residents favor federal holiday scheme; 43% oppose
it. 48% favor adding King Day to list of current holidays, including Columbus
Day; 46% oppose that option. 71% oppose Columbus Day/King Day swap; 59% would
vote to eliminate that lawv; 30% would vote to retain it.

Feb 25 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC reports ASU and Univ. of Arizona fear sports
recruiting troubles if holiday effort fails.

Feb 26 -~ 8en. Walker, who in the past has subported legislative actionm,
says she vould support a public vote on King holiday by itself and thinks other
Democrats would too.

Mar 1 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- GAZETTE has previously favored
legislative solution, but House Speaker Jane Hull's proposa: .o put a straight
up or down King holiday referendum on the ballot offers quickest exit from
Arizona's decade-long controversy.

Mar 8 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Hull's proposal is a convenient
strategy that risks minimum constituent wrath for legislators; result would be
a rancorous, divisive campaign of racial slurs aad ethnic antagonism. Sensible
way out--repeal last year's law and establish separate holiday foxr King, then
cither combine Washington and Lincoln days or boost number of holidays by one.

Mar ¢ -- Arthur Mobley of the Arizona "Keep the Dream Alive" Coalition, a
pro-King holiday group, urges NFL to bypass Phoenix in choosing site for 1293
Super Bowl. Barnwell says his group supports the Super Bowl bid.

Mar 13 -- NFL owners award 1993 Super Bowl to Phoenix. Chairman of the
selection committee says Phoenix could lose game without a King holiday; would
intrsduce metion for owners to rescind the selection if holiday effort fails.

Mar 14 -- Leaders of UNITY meet with legislative leaders to request new
lav to restore Columbus Day thus blocking November vcte. Consensus in
legislature is to let voters decide. Legislative leaders say a propesal to put
King Day on ballot alone could pass.

-- In speech tc 3,000 people at Black Women's Task Force iuncheon,
Hofford says she'll renew effort to get a paid King hsoliday.

-~ Cene Upshaw, executive directox of the WFL Players 3ssn., says
players want King Day in 3rizoma if the Super Bovl is to be played in Phoenik;
Wculd supprvt moving game if holiday iz not enacted.

Mar 15 -- Yyoming governor signs legislation creating paid state King
noliday. 46 states now have day henoring King.

A~20




199¢ Continued --

Mar 16 -- Council of Black Engineers and Scientists cancels celebration
and awvards banquet in Phoenix to protest lack of King holiday.

Mar 17 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Legislature still afraid to act on
this simple issue; hiding behind smoke screen set up up by a small minority of
King Day opponents. Wyoming legislators .ad courage to do the zight thing.

Mar 22 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports on statewide poll showing 37% think
Arizonans more supportive of King holiday now that Super Bowl will be in
Phoenix; 11% think citizens will be less supportive; 38% say it has no effect.

Mar 23 -- Cardinals lose chance to sign free-agent running back Ronnie
Harmon. Harmon refuses to play for team because state has no King holiday.

Mar 28 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE statewide poll shows 31% favor vote to decide
issue; 16% think lawmakers should decide., 51% support paid holiday; 40% oppose
it. Those most likely to oppose holiday are male Republicans older than 55.

-- MLK Federal Holiday Commission announces it will hold national
conference in Phoenix next month to show support for local efforts to get King
holiday. King's widow, who has declined previous invitations to come to

rizona, will speak at the conference.

Apr 2 -- Convention Bureau says only three conventions have cancelled
since January; average occupancy of city hotels in 1983 rebounded to 19336-lzvel
of 51%, after dipping to 47% in 1983. Industzy analysts say slight rebound and
lessening of convention boycott doesn't mean 3-year-old controversy has died.

Apr 5 -- Episcopal Church announces 1991 General Convention will be in
Phoenix, enling months of indecision. Church head vews to bring world's top
political and human rights leaders to Arizona to shov solidarity fer King
holiday. 25,000 are expected; third largest convention in U.S. ncxt year.
Among invited are Pres. Bush, vho is Zpiscopal, and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Apr 12 -- ARIZCHA BUSINESS GAZETTE Editorial -~ If racism is the real
reason for the hesitancy to create a King holiday, then it's time for leaders
to say enough. It's time that the legislature shows racism cannot survive in
the state of Arizona.

Apr 14 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- ¥ny is it legislature can give
itself Gooa Friday off, though it isn't an official holiday, yet goveranocr can't
create Xing holiday?

apr 16 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Referendum offers promise of moxe
diviziveness. Legislature is hesitant to take vote f{rom pecple, but referendum
is not really about King holiday; it's about the loss of Columbus Day. King
Day iz & holiday in most states; it's a federal holiday; sooner or later i
will be an Arizona holiday. Fighting the inevitable %iil not be an exercise in
states rights, but in self-destruction. The PHOENIX GAZETTE, after much soul-
searching over the years, supperts a Xing holiday for no othexr reason than
beczuse it's the right th11q to do. Lawmakers should 2stablish holiday becauze

[ 23 2 A - b -l £ » 3a E
they leve aArizona and want to prcteck it from further hurt.

Apr 20 -- Buciness lsaders
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Apr 22 -- ARIZOMA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Xing holiday is tribute to him
only as he embodied the confrontation with entrenched prejudice. Rather than
grapple with controversy, legislators prefer to let the people speak, taking
the path of least resistance. Referendum is not about King; it is about
Columbus Day repeal. Without that unpopular action, there would be no
referendun. Arizona is becoming increasingly conspicuous; other state holdouts
have passed laws. Legislature should enact King holiday.

Apr 26 -- At MLK Federal Holiday Commission meeting in Phoenix, King's
vidow lauds efforts to establish a state holiday; says the nation and the world
have their eyes on Arizona.

Apr 27 -- Mofford meets with King's widow; tells Mrs. Xing the holiday is
her one wish and will be the top priority in her time remaining as governor.

May 9 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -— Time to put indecision behind and
honor man vho symbolizes national struggle for civil and human rights.
Legislature should act without delay. Referendum is about Columbus, not Xing.
[f legislature should pass King bill, opponents will still have enough time to
nuster enough signatures to put King Day question on the ballot by itself.

May 13 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Legislature will be called con to
act this week; it will do the right thing unless it believes protracted
controversy best for Arizona. Throughout the controversy, governor has shown
dedication and resolve by acting to establish King holiday and restore Columbus
Day. Legislature can remedy problem that led to petition drive, satisfying the
goal of the referendum, while not taking away the people's right to mount
another referendum.

May 14 -- Mofford calls legislature to special session to considexr bill
that would restore paid Columbus Day and create nev paid King holiday,
increasing the number of state paid holidays to 11.

May 15 -~ Senate Rules Committee votes 5-4 to approve paid King Day a
restore paid Columbus Day establishing an 1lth paid state holiday. 3enate
Pzesideat Bob Usdane ignores wishes of majority in Republican Caucus and bri
bill directly to Senate floor where it passes by a 16-14 vote (12 Dems. and
Repubs. for; 13 Repubs. and 1 Dem. against).

-- House Rules Cocmmittee votes unanimously to advance identical
i1l for consideration by the full Youse,

May 16 -- House approves Xing Day legislation 35-25 (25 Dems. and 10
Repubs. for; 24 Repubs. and 1 Dem. against); fends off last minute attempt to
put on Hovember ballot by 27-22 vote. Governor signs bill; it will become law
Aug. 15. Measure creates paid King Day, repeals measure pasced last Zeptember,
thereby restoring paid Columbus Day, and removes referendum on the September
iav from November ballot. Wecham vovs petition drive to put new law to public
vote; has until law's effective date to collect 42,350 signatures.

g
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Hay 17 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Zditorial -- Legi

slature has corrected itz
mistake While proeserving sption for refercndum. Law was passed vith encugh
tine for another petition drive before Novezbe:r's slection. Zhould there be i
vote cn the new law, it vill focus colely on the paid state holiday Sor King.
The tireless york of a coalition of business, labor, education and relijzious

leaders kept the dzeam alive.
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May 17 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Thanks to efferts of the governor
and leadets in both parties, lawmakers courageously opted to approve holiday.
It wvas the right thing to do--right for Arizona; right for state's image; right
for history--Arizona was 48th state to join the Union and 48th state to heonor
King. 1It's time to move on; the mcuntaintop is in sight.

May 17 -- Mecham launches drive to put newly created King holiday on
November ballot. Attocrney General says if Mecham's petition drive is
successful, both the nev referendum and the previous one will go on the ballot.

May 18 -- ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETTE Editorial -- Legislative action was
engineered to ensure there wvould be enough time to place referendum on the
November ballot, if that was voters' will. Mecham and Sanders are twisting the
facts when they say legislature has taken vote awvay from voters. Only ones
creating enmity between legislature and voters are Mecham and Sanders.

Aug 1 -- In a letter requested by U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-AZ, former
president Ronald Reagan praises King and says he hopes Arizomans will support
holiday to commemorate the ideals to which King dedicated his life.

Aug 13 -- Mecham supporters turn in 71,055 signatures in effort to put
King Day law passed in May on the November ballot. If enough signatures are
certified, law will be.suspended. 7Inis referendum then, as well as last
December's referendum, which seeks to repeal the Sep. 89 law, will be on the
ballot. Referendum on Sep. 89 law will be Proposition 301 and referendum on

the May 90 lav will be Proposition 302
’ ~-- Babbitt, along with moxrec than 30 community, business and
religious leaders, announces effort to get voters to ignore Prop. 301 and
approve Prop. 302. PRabbitt estimated his group, the MLK Better America
Committee, will spend $750,000 to urge voters to support Prop. 302

aug 14 -~ Phoenix C.zdinals and Phoenix Suns pledge money and manpower to
urge voters to establish King holiday. Teams previously filed statements of
support with the Secretary of State's cffice on Aug. 3, jcining many other pro-
holiday grovns--Episcopal Church of Arizona, UNITY, Arizona Young Republicans,
East Valley Partnership (a civic and busimess group), Phoenix and Valley 6£ the
Sun Convention and Visitors Bureau, MLX Better Americz Committesz, american
cewish Committee, Anti-Defamation League ot-B'nal B'rith, and the National
Conference of Christians and Jews. Mecham £iled only oppositicn statement.

aug 15 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Many hoped controversy vas
settled, but it wazs not tc be. Opponents sppesr to have kept the matter
alive. King has become & powerful symbol; ACIZCNA REPUBLIC cannot bel‘eve
majority of Arizonans seck pariah status for their state, or besgrudge bla
Americans thEII rights, or are prepared to tarnish the ztzte's -npuhuu*c1.
There is danger that an indiffersnt majority will skip the referendum, slloving
passionate minerity to muster & slim victory. 1If that happens, the holiday
would be doomed at tremendous cost to ths name sad well-being of arizons.

Aug 15 -- PHOENIX GAZETTZ REditorial -- Proponentis of {ing holiday 2 a
nev adversary--ccnfusion--that could be most difficult obstacle of all. Voters
will have to votz on two propositions; unfortunatezly, wvhen things aren't cl=zaz,
votars vote no. That would be a tragedy. Real issue iz aorsl, aot economic.

It has become entanglad in pexsonalities and party politics; feason to henor
Xing has been forgottan. Arizonans should approve Prop. 302; it iz zight.
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Aug 17 -- Group of prominent Valley Mormons to campaign for Xing holiday;
concerned about impression some anti-holiday Mormon lawmakers have created.

Aug 20 -- UNITY opens headguarters and announces plans to register voters
and turn out the vote for Prop. 302. Babbitt and others call on Arizonans to
support holiday.

Aug 21 -- No-No Committee forms to organize drive to repeal King holiday;
campaigning f£or no votes on both Prop. 301 and Prop. 302.

-~ ASU poll of registered voters in Maricopa Co. shows King
supporters tend to be college educated Democrats under age 35, while opponents
usually are Republicans older than 55. Poll also indicates 44% favor King
holiday and 44% oppose it. 53% of Repubs. oppose holiday; 61% of Dems. support
it. 46% over 55 oppose holiday. 64% favor ballot decision; 30% oppose ballot.

Aug 30 -- Mofford calls for approval of Prop. 302; says rejection at the
polls will put Arizona in social and economic tailspin.

Sep 6 -- Secretary of State confirms opponents of King holiday have
subnitted enough signatures to get May law on the ballot; 57,879 signatures
validated; 34% more than the 43,350 required. Officially twvo referepdums will
be on the ballot.

-- Financial records show Valley National Bank of Arizona donated
25,000 to King holiday effort. MNLK Better America Comzittee raised 536,560 as
£ Aug. 22; UNITY raised $4,481. MLK Be“t er 2Zmerica Committee is expected to
out spend holiday opponents because o& tz heavy corporate support.

Sep 7 -- Mesa City Council votes 5-2 to support paid King holiday.

Sep 11 -- Phoenix Chapter of the Retired NFL Players Assn. announces they
are joining with MLK Better 2America Committee in support of Prop. 302.

-- Pamphlets ex ?;d&uljg px opoolt;e1a made available to voters.
5 statenents in support of 382 from Reagan, Babbitk, Suas president
lo and Cards owner Bidwill.

NA REPUBLIC reports both candidates
publicen Fife Symington, support st

Sep 21 -- PHOEWIY GAZ
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ion of Arizona as ir

a:p 23 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC poll indicates majority of Arizonans faveor paid

ate holiday for Klng, but majority oppose holiday 1f it means giving up paid

5 or Prop. 302, 42% oppo;e it; 71% oppose Prop. 301
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Sep 26 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editerial -- Arizona's longstanding political
wounds are healing. Recent poll shovs 55% of Arizonans support Prop. 302 and
42% oppose it. Although outcome is uncertain, it's the first time a majority
supports paid King holiday. The state has sustained an unfortunate and unfair
stigma. By enacting Xing Day referendum--the first state in the nation to do
so--Arizona sends an unmistakable message to the nation that Arizona is a
progressive, ethnically diverse state willing to work for a better tomorzow.

Sep 27 -- Pop singer Linda Ronstadt announces support of efforts to enact
King holiday in Arizona during her concert at ASU.

Sep 29 -- Saguro High School student group, along with members of HFL's
Phoenix Cardinals and Washington Redskins, announces drive to collect 10,000
student signatures in support of ¥ing holiday. Petitions will be given to
King's widov. Group also announces plans to pass out leaflets at Cards' next
home game; effort sponsored by MLK Better America Committee.

Oct 2 -- At meeting of Bishop and Synod Roundtable, Valley religious

leaders agree in principle to support Prop. 392. In response to MLX Better
America Committee offer of sermon materials, some clergymen say they are
hesitant to politicize the pulpit.

Oct 3 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC reports Mesa Chamber of Commerce unaniaously
endorses Prop. 302. Meabers believe lack of hol1daj has had dstriamental impact
on state’'s economy through lost conventicn and tourisa busimess. 1,450 -acmbex

group is among state's five largest.

Oct 5 -- Arizona Television Co. donales $50,000 to MLK Better 2merica
Committee; company includes XTVK-TV, Channel 3, Phoenix's ABC affiliate.

Oct 8 -- PHOENIX GAZETTZ Editorial -- This Columbus Day will be the last
in Arizonz unless voters reject Prop. 301. We hope Prop. 301 £a3ils. Arizona
should recognize both Columbus Day and Xing holiday by passing Prcp. 302.

Oct 9 -- East Valley political and business lsaders announce support Sor
Prop. 382. City Council membexs from Meza and Chandler say holiday is
izportant; they are concerned for development of people a5 well as econoRy.

L 1n
Cv av

Li 4 12News Town Hall on racisz oa KBUX-TV Channel
12 attended by 200 peo '
i= T

sus that Prop. 302 won't stop

- H & S
racism, but it

dct 11 -- ARIZONA REPUSLIC reports on ASU ststewide pell that shows Prop.
302 favored by 51% of voters, opposed by 35%. 20% for 2rop. 201, 55% against.
Gct 12 -- Coalition of Arizona religious leaders represestiag Jevwizh,
Cathelic, Moramcn, Baptist and Presbyterian faiths enderszes paid stabs holilay
and asks Arizonans to approve Prop. 302. .
-- Graater Phoenixz Econcamic Councll s3ays paszege of holiday will
hsve tremendous positive impact on the city's sbility to attrzact ncov buzinzss

Cct 13 -- Former U.S5. Sen. Baryy Goldwatzxr endorses Prep. 302; says paid
tate holiday zight for Arizena. Ilecham 5ays Goldwater's endorsement sf Prag.
°0~ will ma}e no difference to the outcome on Electicn Day.
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1990 Continued

Oct 15 -- Maricopa County Board of Supervisors unanimously approves
resolution endoxsing Prop. 302.
-~ ¥esa City Council votes 5-2 to support Xing holiday and P:zop.
362, Mesa is state's third largest city

Jct 16 ~- Mormon Church for MLK/Civil Rights Day, a group of 50 prominent
Mormons, launches effort to raise money and sponsor advertising in support of
Prop. 302 to fight perception Mormon church is racist and against holiday.

oOct 17 -- HFL meetings conclude with no discussion of King holiday
referendun and outcome's effect on 1993 Super Bowl. NFL ccomaissioner did not
vant to put pressure on Arizona voters.

t 18 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Goidwvater's suppozt of Xing holiday
is not ourpr151ng. He realizes that what unites people is more important than
what divides them. Movement Xing led resulted in nonviolent change; it did not
have to be that way and wvould not have been if it had been led by others.

Cct 24 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports on ASU statewide poll showing Prop. 302
favored by 52%, opposed by 36%. Prop. 301 supported by 20%, opposed by 65%.

Oct 26 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editoria vOqu Legislative Budget Comnxutee
calculsted holiday will cost Arizona $50 It's much less than the $30 mil.
in lost comnventions thus far, nct couatin g future events worth al 1zcns mo:ze
that are in jeopardy. The relative costs make & compelling arcument--even
there were no aoral, social, historic and practical reasonz, approving Prop.
392 makes sense.

Oct 26 -- Phoenix Cardinals players donate $16,000 to Gov. Mofford aad MLX
Better America Committee to show support of Prop. 302. Ca.dinals and Phoenix
Suns organizations had previously donated $20,000 each in support of the
holiday and Suns playsrs haé given $16,000.

-- Arizona Assn. for Industrial Develcpaent endcrses Prop. 392,

£
b
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Oct 28 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- Recommend passage of Prop. 302; it
won't cost the s“‘tc any aoney. We honor Columbus because of hiz reaarkeble
voyage &crosz the Atlarmtic and d;;co»e'" of the lHew World. %e honor Xing
because of his passicnate and fearless comnitzent to fairness and eqguel zignts.

0ct 22 -- Chandler City Council unanizously endorses Prop. 302, becoaing
the 23nd city in arizona to endorse XKing holiday. <Chandler Mayor Coy chn vas
the Lirst, and remains the only, black mayor in the state.
Oct 31 -- ARIZOIA REPUBLIC reports Scotisdale Chaaber of Commerce veted to
support Prop. 302.
-- State Republican Party chairaan, Burt Rruglick announces suppert
£or paid Xiag Soiider.
Hov 1 -- ARIZCNA REFUSLIC poil of Arizecnans shews Przop. 307 Zavorazd Sy 52%
and cpposad by 23% . Prop. 301 supported by 12% and opposzed by Ti%.
-~ ARIZCNA REPUBLIC repcorts preszidents of ASU, Univ. ¢f Arizona and
Horthern arizona Univ. nailed pro-3682 lestters ts thouszands &£ "key” alumni.
-- Business leaderz of Phoenix Chaaber of Commerce reitexate
iapertance of Xing holiday tc state's zconomic condition.
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1 -- Mock election open to junior- and senior-high school students in
Arizona results in 6,254 votes for Prop. 301 and 6,114 votes for Prop. 302.
-- PHOENIX GAZETTE publishes analysis of ballct propositions. Of
the 13 measures on the ballot, Prop. 301 and 302 will have most influeace on
Arizona's political future; King issue has confounded legislature since 1375.
Polls show 301 headed for easy defeat and 302 to narrov victory. Voter turnout
likely to be key; higher the turnout, better chance 302 ¥ill pass. No-No
Comnittee has raised $1,800; MLK Better America Committee had raised 5650,000
by mid-October, primarily from business community. Four pro-holiday TV ads
aired--King and his dream, Kir; and civil rights history, holiday's econoaic
impact on Arizona, and the minority experience. No-No Committee is receiving
free air time under the Fairness Doctrine; anti-holiday ad produceé for $3C.

YMov 2 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Recommendations for Tuesday's
election call for "yes" vote on Prcp. 302 and "no" vote on Prop. 301.

tlov 4 -- ARIZON2 REPUBLIC Editorial -- If Tuesday's results reflect recent
polls, Arizona will become only state in nation to have honocred King by vote of
the people. Favorable vote for Prop. 302 will dispense with bogus notion
Arizona is racist. E£fort to enact King Day has been remarkable; it brought
together éiverse coalition of business, ethnic, civic, religious and political
lzaders. Patience and determination will be rewarded with succesz.

dov 4 -- Ca HFL Today show CB3 Spo
Bowl from Tempe if King holiday vote fa
deny decision has been nade.

.
[
3
B S

5 reports NFL plans to acve 1993 Suger
s. When questioned, HFL officials

r
i

Nov 5 -- Valley Super Bcwl organizers deny CBS report; claim story planted
in hope voiers vould perceive blackmail and defeat holiday measure. L
cEficials refuse to confirm or deny report; say they will not comaent until
zfter election.

Hcv 6 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Speculation sbout Zuper Bowl tis o
passage of Xiag holiday is not nev; haz besa possibility since gaze vas
awarded. Super Sowl is zinor issue and aot the reason people shoulld vote for
Prop. 302. Some will prcbably vote againzt heolilday because they don't like
Seing threatezned. One mocre example of 23mage controversy has caused to
arizona's naticasl rsputation. Prep. 3€2 deserves toc pass on its oun.

Nov 6 -- Prop. 201 defeated by voters 766,387 to 258,549 (75% to 24%).
orop. 302 defeated 532,510 to S16,274 or by onz percaatage poimt. Prop. 302
%on 57 nerzow margin in urbaa Maricopa (312,852 o 2032,€11) z=nd Pima (187,035
t5 91,922} counkties, but was xejected soundly in 10 of 13 ruzal counbiss. 2oth
supporters and opponents say report by CBS Sporis on the Sunday delore the vete
w35 & major facvtar Iin the cutcone.

-- rid's Yoting, & program o familiarize children with the voting
procezs while at the same tinme increasing tuza oul among theio parents, feculls
in victozy fur Prop. 302, 42,828 o 15,353 {72% te 23%).

lov 7 -- UFL comaissioner Paul Taglisbue recomzends 13232 Super Bov¥l be
pulled from Phoenix "in the boot inturest™ of the league. Phoenix veuld be the
£irzt city to lose NFL chacopioaship j3ze and would reasult in 3o estizmated 3200
ail. loss in revenus totthe Talley.

-- FTiesta 2cwl sEficials axpect trsuble atiracting top teams for Nevw
7zars Bsy game in Tempe.
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tov 7 dational Daskelball Assn. spokesman says lea g e will put ne
events ia Phoenix, tc iaclude annual mestings and all-stsz gane.
-- arnie Zaler of pro- Ki ng group YNITY criti cize" hol":y campalidn

2ffort vaged by business leaders; says it vas wrong to emphasize economic
impact instead of moral issue. ALK Bettter America Commititec defends effort;
says threefsld message was sent to voters--moral, vconomic and need for the
state to put issue behind it. Both pro-King and anti-holiday groups say vote
produced no clear mandate for or against holiday. Goddard blames "NFL ’
blackmail"” for vote failure.

-- Convention Bureau expects more cancellaticns in wake of holifa
defeat; says controversy cost Phoenix $16 mil. in first four amonths of 1390
predicts potential losses of up to $123 mil. in the coming year.

~-=- Economic development and banking officials fear efforts to
attract nev businesses to state will be hurt by holiday £ 1lure.

-- Black leaders across.U.3. expect economic boycott of Arizona.

ay
a

nd

Hov 8 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial -- People have spoken on the
Yoters have given resounding "No"--by 3 to 1 margin--to King Daj inp
Columbus Day. But voters less distinct on King holiday itse o
defeat is hardly candate against King day of some ?ind The*e is "'de
support for holidu:; issue should not disappear. Cpponents and su
should compromise and subamit ameasure to people foh approval. He n
in some form fo jood of state. Message must be sent that A

=z Sc¢
stampeded into tailoring iis 3 na's

.
el -~ 2 w3 < < -
agenda; arizona's principles ar

dov 8 -- Gov. Mofferd pledges King Day effori; says state is nob racist,
Phoenix ard Teape have Xiag hcliday, and it's not an economic iszue, but a
moral cne. She has no specific planms, but is ruling nothing out, including
special legislative session. Lawnakers say run-off election is more imporiaal;
want to wait for regular session in Jan. 91 to deal with holiday issue.
-- Religious and civic leaders vow to continue fight for holiéday.
-~ In interview on CBS Morning News Phoenix Mayor Patl Johnson says
city can't wait for governsr and legislature te act; says NFL shares blame faor
holiday failure and taking game from Phcenix is great injustice.
-- WFL comaissicner says he has not ruled cut Super 3cwl ia Tempe,
but NFL spoxesean says lasgee 2ces not want to interfere with Jrizoms voters.
. -- Sherzton Phoeaix Hotel pledges $50,003 teward underwriting paid
King day; challenges cthers to contribute $589,800 aceded o Einance heliday.
Sheraton says four groups have cancelled convention plaha, coesting $252,000.

President of Heotel and Mobel 33zn. pradicts vave of cancellations

]

-~ Holiday foe Julian Zanders and holiday bacha: a:nie Zaler trying
€0 worx nut compromise. Sanders says voters would accept civil rlghts day tlat
included Lincola's name, but wculd not support 'eplac11g Lincoln's day, adding
another paid heoliday, or adopting the federal mcdel. 2aler says pro-King
vocars veuld reject holiday without Xing's name.

-- decham totzlly oppesad to any Zing holiday; says people have
spoxen and he's censidering sulag the NFL for pulliag the Supzr Sowl.

-- Goddaxd anncunces that if elected in the run-cf£f olection he will
call fox special legislative secsion; says he favsrs the feleral model.

dov 2 -- PHOENIX GAIRTITE Zditorisl -- Arizcme isn't racist, though it's
perceived that way. Ring Day issue is not dead. ¥obte could zasily have jone
the othexr vay. If anti-King fozcaes dida't accapt vete of luwmakerzs, slthcughk
every other state holiday had beesn gassed by the legislature, why sheuld King
supportiers accept narrow defest st the polls? Arzicona will have a Xiag Day.




1430 Continued --

. Nov 9 - ARIZONA RQEFUBLIC Editorial -- Ariczena is no zmoze racist tolay
than any other state. Close vete was victory in itself; no other ztate has had
public vote. Aricona's national reputation has been daemaged, though unfzirly.

Consequences of vote will be costly; most visible result is loss of Supe

Bowl. NFL may have had hand in anegative vote and decision to nove game is a
hasty one. King is widely honored in Arizona; only state and county ezployees
don't have hol.day. 1Issue is far from dead, however. Struggie will persist.

Nov 3 -- Bresident of Conventicn Bureau says two conventions have
cancelled since election costing Phcenix $1 mil. Th-ee more are considering
pulling out, which would result ia further loss cf $4 mil. to VYalley.

-- HfL commissioner says Arizona's defeat ¢f Xing holiday override
fact Phoenix and Tenmpe have helidsy because gace is of national stature; stat
political issue should be debated free of Super Bowl entanglement.

-- Mesa man asks U.3. District Court in Phoenix for injunction to

i1ock HFL froa moving Super Bowl; lawsuit charges HFL and CBS with "changing
the vote cf an elector by corrupt means or inducement®” and "coercica and
intimidation of an elector," both violations of 2rizcna law.

-
<
€

-~ Governor rules out moves to quickly establish holidsy; will aot
use execuvive order or call for action during special legislative session. Key
legislative leaders say no action likely on Xing holiday uatil next rsgula:r
session convenes Jan. 14, 1991,

tov 10 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Harrow rejection of King Day seat
shock waves &cross arizona aad nati.a, but there are encouraging signs.
Governsr's efZfoxts to bring political, business, religious and sporis lzaders
together te £iad z sciution should be applauded. Election results are act
chazacteristic of state's tradition of opportunity for all. 2rizcnans ¥ill not
ignore this symbolic tribute to the civil rights zovement--the zost significant
sccial development this century. Mo reason for Arizcna not to have Xing Day.

..

wov 10 -~ Zxecutive Director of Fiastz Bewl says no ta2am has said they
will decline bid because of holiday defeat, but bowl orgamizers are considezing
aove of game from Tempe to another state to diffuse controversy. -
-- Sanders drops efiort to negotiate comprozmise sfter hard-co:ze
anci-neliday forcez opposs any discussions.
dov 11 -- Fiesta Bowl organizezrs anncunce game will rexzin in Texpe; NCz2
vetoed aove tc San Diego because Holiday Bowl is already playsd there. Fissts
cwl continues search for tvo top ranked teams who ¥ill accept 5ids Lo play;
Univ. of Virginla says will aetl accept bid ts game becauzz £ holilday Szilurs.
-~ Governor zays she will &dd holiday 5Ill s opcozing special
session if assured zeasure will drav 2/3 support in Soth House and Senate
putting lav into effect immediately, thus negating any referendum effort.
wov 12 -- Governcr favors holidsy patterned zftexr Sedersl azcdel. Zey
lawmakers skepticsl support =xisis to conciler heliday Juring special sessisa.
-- #PL ccamissioner 337z he is willing ta leave Jdoor zpen o
"razsonzbls glternatives" i3 meving Supar 2oWl.
-- Xing opponents z3y cdscizion to enact hsliday should Se =adz by
vouexs; vow o recall any legizlatir who trzies Lo circuavzab woter's Jecisisa.
fov 13 -- DUCEUIXN GAZZTTE Editorzisl -- Bespite fziluzz of Xiag holiday,
arizonans should not be ashamed sf their stale; other zeasures on the ballst
were passed that can be pointed to with pride.

7
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Nov 13 -- House Minority Leader Azt Hamilton believes bill following
federal model could get 2/3 majority. Republicans support doubtful Ltecause GOP
uses Lincoln's Birthday as focus of fund@-raising effort in state. Senate
President Bob Usdane says special session should deal with run-off rules only.

-~ National League of Cities considers moving site of next year's
convention from Phoenix; 10,000 visitors and $6.9 mil. in revenue expected.

-- Head of NFL Super Bowl Site Selection Committee says it's not
NFL's fault Arizona could not pass King Day. NFL should not share, blame.

-- Fiesta Bowl executive director announces Univ. of Louisville
will play the 2nd place team from the Southeastern Conference in New Year's Day
game; ends month of uncertainty for the bowl in wvake of King holiday defeat.
Halftime ceremony will honor Xing. Bowl will donate $100,000 grant for
minoxity students to each school in addition to 5100,C00 endowment and $2.5
mil, each team already receives for playing in the game.

Nov 14 -- Nobel Peace Prize winner Anglican Arxchbishop Desmond Tutu will
cone to Phoenix next summer for "Rally Against Racism" to protest racism and
support King holiday. Episcopal Church officials announce rally will launch
their 10-day general convention, draving more than 15,000 people; considered
cancelling convention but decided event could be forum to support King holiday.

-- NFL commissioner says he will work with Arizons officials to
xeep Super Bowl in Tempe if King controversy can be resolved.

-- Florida baseball official hopes to lure professional baseball
spring training from Arizona to Florida's Citrus League because of Xing flap.

-- State tzanbportatlon official says revenue loss caused in part
by Klng holiday failure has put Valley freeway construction plans in jecpardy.

-- Univ. of California athletic director says school will accept
Tucson's Copper Bowl invitation despite pressure to snub game.

-- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports on poll commissioned by MLK Better
Bmerica Committee and conducted by Earl de Berg of Behavior Research Centexr
showing 2% changed to no vote on Prop. 302 at last minute because of €30 Sports
story; equates to 60,000 votes. 3% of no votes cited NFL threat as factor.
Pollster theorized voters upset at implied intimidation. 41% voted no because
another paid holiday not needed and 6% wmade racist comments.

-- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports on ASU pcll showing Arizonans over age
55 and those in rural areas voled strongly against holiday, overcoming =zlim pro-
holiday majorities in Maricopa and Pima counties, counties once considered win-
makers. 56% of voters age 35 or undex, and 51% age 35-54 voted for ﬁoliday;

57% age 55-64, and 51% age €5 or older voted agaimst. Rural counties went €0-

40 against holiday. AsU's Bruce Merxill surmiced there were racial overtcnes in
elderly vote (attitudes toward race generatisnal, older vetairs moze intolerant,
harbor resentment over turmoil of civil rights battles fought in 18C05). Chuch
Coughlin, UMLK campaign strategist, says pro-holiday supporters were never able

to get rural voters involved (moral/ethic

about conventions/tourism had little va Poll showed two other factorz

i
k]
A .

also sank holiday--twoc ballot measures split pro-vote (63% voted for one ox
x

both propositions) and last minute

20,

4 possible loss of Juper Bowl {sbout
2% gwitched from yes to no vote on Px

-9l

o-

al arguments didn't work, arguments
)

on

¢2 because of CBE repori).

Nov 15 -- Rev. Stewart announces grass-roots campaign called "Victory '91:
600,000 for MLK." Carl Nicholson, of recently-disbanded UNITY, announces
formation of group called Arizonans for King Recognition. Both groups call for
special election to enact King Day under federal model; say voters rejected
holiday because it gave workers another day off. King foes announce fund-
raising effort to finance challenges to any attempt to defy voters' will.
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Nov 16 ~- PHOENIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Not only is Arizona shamed b;
failed Klng vote, its U.8, senatorc are subject of Congressi onal ethicc probe.
Nov 16 -- ARICONA REPUBLIC poll shows racism, resentment of Stper Bowl

threat and reluctance to add paid holiday
cite racism, 21% cite NFL threat, 18% say
not deserving, 15% say another holiday to
pressure, and 8%

~- Universities of California

o.

key reasons in Prop. 302 defeat--21%
too many holidays; also 15% say King
o expensive, 8% resented outsidec

cite confusion between Prop. 301 and 302.

and Wyoming formally accept

invitations to play in Tucson's Copper Bowl.

Nov 17 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC reports 2
industry, state's 2nd largest industry, p
Arizona Hotel and Motel Assn. urging memb
Phoenix mayor sending letter emphasizing
to groups who have scheduled to come or v

Nov 18 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Editorial
further political efforts for King Day; t
vas hardly decisive, rejected only two am
done, measure must go to the voters. It'
addressed in special session or if it's 1
ballot. It's doubtful there
idea is worth investigating. Mecham's pz

t
£es

Nov 19 ~-- PHOENIX GAZETTE repo Al
should it be offered; players' vote divid

change Alabama, Arizona and the nation; b

llov 20 -- Chase Manhattan Bank of Ne

nev credit card centex; employing 2,000 w
failure considered, but company saw Tempe
labor pool and 58 mil. in financial incen
-- 200 people rally at state
U students joined by ASU admi

ln

ing Day

-- Pima County Board of Supervxsors votes unanimou

county workers day c¢f£f to honor King; firs
-- Alabama faculty senate pas
school to reject Fiesta Bowl bid; will be

Nov 21

w York announces Tempe will be site

rizona's $5 bil. travel and tour
lans to combat Xing Day fallout.
ers to lobby legislature for holiday.
21 Arizona cities celebrate King Day
ho are considering coming to Phoenix.

-- One election does not preclude
hat's the democratic process. Vote
ong many possibilities. Whataver is
5 uncertain if matter will be
egal to include n on run-off

a+in

ue-’ Ll

could be special election before Nov. 1992, but

oclamation dces not befit the issue.
buzn Univ. will accept Fiesta Bowl bid
ed, but cites the opportunity to

id depends on conference standings.

£
Cx

orkers with $25 mil. payroll. Hing
has holiday; company said excellent
tives outweighed holiday izsue.

cay;to* and vov to continue fight for
nistrators and commuultj leaders.
1 to 5.&\&.

5t county to do so.
ses resolution by vote of 18-10 urging
sent to university president.

-~ Hogales City Council votes to establish King holiday.

Nov 22 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC Bditorial -- Chaze Manhattan announcement iz
much needed positive news for the Valley. Hopefully, shows dire warnings about
Zallout from Xing Day failure not totally true,

Hov 22 -- CBS dropped from lawsuit accusing NFL of influcn51ng alection.

-- ARIZGUA REPUBLIC reports on 43U poll showing 62% wotad yes on
one ox boun propositions. Confusion cited as reason for holiday defeat--19%
voted for both; 36% voted yes on 202, no on 201; 3% voted yes on 301, no on
2C2; 37% voted against both. 2%, or 20,000 volcrs, zwitched to no vobe becauce
of NFL report. Fiamdings sugjgest voters wanted holiday, but vote was split.

dov 22 -- valley Baptist and Episcopal Church leaders urge continued drive

for

Xing holiday.
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Mov 24 -- PHOEMIX GAZETTE Editorial -- Chase Bank announcement evidence
that economic development 1eed not stop because of holiday def..at.

Nov 24 -- Univ. of Louisville formsally accepts Fiesta Bowl bid despite
pleas of many to decline invitation to play.

Nov 25 -- ARIZONA REPUBLIC news analysis--Although King question won't be
on rmn-off ballot, will be factor in governor's race. Goddard wvants quick
legislative action to enact holiday with later referral to voters. Symington
favors "go slovw" approach; says wait until spzring to work out solution.

Nov 26 -- Hational Zpiscopal Churxch leaders begin polling U.S. dioceses to
determine how widespread feelings are toward cancelling or moving 1991 genexa
convention from Phoenix. Five dioceses have passed resolutions critical of
King vote, but unsure if they'll boycott. Church also discussing form of
protest--noisy rally led by Tutu versus mere presence of convention.

Nov 28 -- Episcopal Churzch announces it will hold convention in Phoenix,
but is looking for ways of minimizing economic windfall of 10-day meeting to
the Valley; will use economic impact as protest of King holiday failure.

-- The Athletic Congress board of directors votes to withhold TAC
national championship meets from states without paid King holiday.

Nov 29 -~ PHOENIX GAZETTE reports most of 1551 cenvention line-up will
survive £allout of holiday rejection. About 300 mestings are scheduled
according to Convention Bureau. £ 22 biggest (1,200 3elegates or more) 135
nave no plans to change location and 3 are undecided; most say .it's too late to
change location or membership isn't concerned about Xing issue.

~- Chandler City Council approves watered-dovn version of King Day

by 5-2 vote; city offices will zemain open, city employces may take Xing Day
off instead of their birthday at their option.

-~ Producer of Phil Donahue Show anno unces Mecham and Rev. Stewart
r on show together Jec. 10 to discuss King uaj controversy; will be
cities live an 3t of nation tape-delayed. Since Election Day,
been quest on many radio talk shovs across untry.

’-:‘ (D

Nov 30 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports Paul Simon's Jan. 19 performance at
t 8ky Pavilion will benefit holiday effort. Desert sSky will donate
00 of proceeds and Simon will cont;ibute unspecified amount.
-- dazlbopa County superviscr asks County Attorney's 0
legal opinicn on whether county can create lange oy abolish a st
)

!
with a viev toward e,tabl.,n‘uq Xing holiaay r county employecc.
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to play Univ. of Louisville
aled decision.

Dec 3 -- Mofford aide says governor and Sen. DeConcini will seet with NFL
commissioner on Dac. 7 in Washington, D.C. to discuss controversy.

Dec 4 -- PHCENIX GAZETTE reports Episcopal Church planz tc go ahead with
Fncenix meeting despite oppoziticn 5y some dencainabionc and call Sor Seoycots
o7y Union of Black Episccgpalianz, and daspite National Council of Churches!
unanimouz adoption of resolution banning subsiliarizs from meeting in stabec
without King holiday. Wational Council of Churches iz nation's laxgesi
ecumenical group; represents Protestant, Cithodox and Anglican denominations.
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Dec 4 -- Federal regulator varns Fiesta Bowl officials that cffer of
$100,000 for minority scholarships to schools playing in game may violate civil
rights laws. Bowl offered money after protests over King holiday failuxe.

Dec S -- Arizona Ecumenical Council unanimously adopts resolution calling
on its one million members to observe MLX/Civil Rights Day in January.
-- ASU economist says defeat of holiday may increase number of
"snowbixds" coming to Arizona because areas that voted against holiday were
overwhelmingly retired and most snowbirds f£it the same demographic mold.

Dec 6 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE learns governor wants to ask legislature in firsg
week of next session to give her temporary pover to declare King holiday by
executive order and then refer question to voters in 1392; most lawmakers and
governor favor federal model.

-~ DHOENIX GAZETTE reports O'Neil Associates Valley Monitor poll
shows majority of Valley residents believe holiday failure will hurt Arizona;
more than half want legislature to take action. 49% think great harm will
result, 31% think it will be somewhat damaging, 17% think no effect. 56% favor
iawmaker action, 42% opposed. 63% favor federal model, 33% oppose. Pcllster
says paid holiday aspect cost 10% of vote.

. -- Univ. of Alsbama student leaders support playing in the Fiesta
Bowl. Despite contiued protests by others, university officials say they will
net reconsider decision to play in MNew Year's Day game.

e

Dec 7 -- Aftexr 2 1/2 hour meeting with Mefford and other political and
business leaders of A;lgona delegation, NFL commissioner stands by
recomaendation to move 1992 Super Bowl.

-- Govexrnor dcnles considering establishing King holiday
executive order. Lawmakers say Mofford has talked about special ses
possibility, but nc definite plans have been discussed.

-- Episcopal Church leade:zs say they are considering shortsning and
restructuring 1991 ccavention to ainimize economic benefit to Arizona; meeting
set for Jan. 5 to discuss plans.

- NCAA rejects ASU bid to host part of 1994 NCAA basketbal
tournament. Schocl cfficials think it's bECdLS of holiday failur
officials deny holiday was issue.

-- aRIZCHA BUSINESS GAZ
izm industry unprepared £
to overcome effects. Axri
e rck.da/ as J&;l as @many
2 i5 not a.cu.;..)\., it welcome:

- Yolanda King, 34-year-old a
perforaance of play in Tucson; originally
presence would be misconstrued as contrary
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ec 11 Epzscopal Council of Wash., 0.C. diccese unanimously approves
camp&ign to push for movement cf 1291 dencminational convention from Phoenix io
atlanta; plan to lobby for move at Jan. S meeting.




1930 Continued --

Dec 11 -~ Louisville footbhall ccach unveils 5-;

minute video of team
highlights that includes references tou King and his dzeam. Coach zays
Uu;Veraluj thought long and harzd before accepting Fiesta Bowl bid, but felt

rejecting game would not be appropriate statement in support of King.
~- Black leaders meet with Univ. of Alabama president to discuss

their concerns over football team's trip to Fiesta Bowl; again urge school to
pull out of game.

Dec 12 -- PHOENIX GAZETTE reports Departuent of Education will prohibit
schools that receive federal funds frouw offering scholarships earmarked for
minority students; government official says such grants are discriminatory and
therefore violate civil rights laws. Ruling result of Fiesta Bowl effort to
mitigate controversy over failure of King holiday by offering ainority grants.

Dec 13 -- Legislators say there's little interest in tackling King issue
in special session, although governor's position unclear. Mofford summons key
lavnakers tc Dec. 18 meeting to discuss holiday options. House Speaker Jane
Hull, R-Phoenix, prefers waiting for legislature to coavene in January; s5ays
holiday should result only from vote of people and should not result in
additional paid holiday. House leadership supports federal model.

-~ 600 people gather at First Baptist Church prayer breakfast in
support cf holiday. Rev. Stewart, who leads new coalition of pro-holiday
groups called Victory Together-One Clear Choice, calls for petition drive to
ask governor and legislature to cresate King Day that conforms to federal
model. Goddard at break%fast; calls for holiday enactment. Symington sends

letter; says governor and 1eglslature cannot act alone, people must dscide.

Dec 17 -- Mofford postpones meeting with lawmakers because key leaders are
unable to attend; not clear if aceting will be rescheduled. Cancellation dinms
chances holiday will be enacted before new legislature convenes in Januar;

J.

-- Univ. of Alabama refuses to back out of Fiesta Bowl, but agrees
to nonor King after appeals by Zouthern Christian Leadership Canfe:cnce, whici
was bou“ged by King. ¢chool will set aside $100,0C0 fxom bowl raceipits to ’
match $100,000 contribution from bowl to enhance minority progzams at zchool.
Players wlll vear arm bands and patches on unlfoLms, and will present Xing
portrait to bowl. 3chool will also reactivate minority affairs group.

-~ Bush administration partially overrules Department of Zducation
positicn on minority scholarships; says scholarships specifically for minority
studencs are not viclation of civil rights law if federzl funds arze not used.

Dec 13 -- PHOCNIX GAIZETTE reports Public Relations Society of Amarica
pials 6 §o ahead with Phoenix meeting; 2,000 people and 32 ail. expected.

- Haricopa County supervisor 2etsey Bayless, citing county
attoz“ej's opinion, says county cannot adopt King holiday because state lav
requires counties to follow state holiday schedule.

Dec 13 -- ARIZONL REPUILIC Editorial -- Fiesta Bowl, facing crisis in

finding tvo teams, went into zcholarship business, promizing Alabama and
Louisville £100,00C each to f{und minoxrity grants. Department of Education
stepped in and thea vas reversed, soxt of, by Bush's chief cof staff Jchn
sununu. CChG;ui hips were just onc of zeveral Flesta Bowl fumbles; ouzt stop
confusing Xing's memory with Zootball, Government fumbled a5 well--Buzh vetced
civil rights bill over guotas, then turned around and alloved preforentiasl
scholarships-~-government is supposed to consider education needs for all.
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Dec 21 -- Tutu says he may back out of 7slley a appearance;
presence may upset holiday backers. Local pro-holiday religicu
S

0r econocaic bo;co‘t aight follov Tutu pull out.
~-- Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce plaans to contact
consiue;ing canc;lling o who have cancelled meetings there to
about King holiday (21 cities have it, many businesses obsexve
COuLUglng, extra pald holiday was issue); says holiday failure
have hurt local economy. Chamber's director-of conventions/tou
groups have cancelled, costing city $8 mil.

~

De

c 25 -- PHOENIYX GAILETTE reports Fiesta Bowl halftime sho
on King; "Celebrate America" will lump King with Xennedy, Linco
Henry as upholders of ideals of U.S. Bill of Rights, 200 years

Bec 27 -- Hesa Chamber of Commerce approves King Day for i
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Campaign Materials

“Yes on 302" Flyer . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e Cc-1
Corporate Questionnaire . . . . . e e e e e e s Gt e e e e e e e e c-2
Proclamation in Support of Prop. 302 . . . . . « . + ¢« . « « 4+ . . . C-3
Sample Letter to Company Employees . . . . . . . ¢« + ¢« o ¢ v « ¢« o & c-4
Sign-Up Card for Volunteers . . . . , . . . . . . . ..+« 4+ ... C-b
-Sample Company Newsletter Article . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e .. €T
Payroll Envelope Stuffer . . . . . . . . . . . . . ¢ e . e o . 4 .. C-9
"Yes on 302" Poster (Reduced) . . . . . . . . . ¢ v v v v v o o o & C-10

"Yes on 302" Stickexr/Button . . . . . . . .. . . . .. e e . .. . C-11

NFL Retired Players "It's the Right Thing to Do" Stickers . . . . . c-12




Yes on 302

MLK Better America Committee
September 6, 1990
Passage of Proposition 302 with a "Yes"” vote will:

o Establish a Martin Luther King,Jr./ Civil Rights Day on the third Monday in January.

o Proposition 302 retains Columbus Day-as a state holiday.

o Passage will celebrate the nation’s progress in civil rights and Dr. King’s singular
contribution to that progress.

o To support this proposition, vote YES.

The Holiday:

‘0 Honors & man and a movement which represented the American ideals of liberty and
justice for all.

o Dr. King ushered in an unprecedented era of civil rights progress without violence, an
accomplishment we should celebrate.

o Dr. King-worked to extend the American dream to all Americans.

o Honors the nation’s acccmplishment and commitment to individual rights and freedom.

Facts:

Economics:

o Lack of a Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day has cost Arizona more than $30
million in lost convention business.

o Future special events which may be forfeited without the holiday include the 1993
NFL Super Bowl, worth an estimated $200 million to the state economy; the 1991

11,000-delegate Episcopal Church convention, and the 1992 National League of Cities
and Towns convention, among others.

o The perception of Arizona as a racially intolerant state is 2 major negative factor
facing business and industry.

Cost:

0 According to the Joint Legislative Budget committee, the Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil

Rights paid holiday will cost about $500,000, or one-tenth of one percent of the state’s
$3.5 billion budget.

Support:
0 More than 120 pations, the U.S. Government, 47 states and 21 Arizona cities already
celebrate a2 King holiday.

Paid for by the MLK Beiter America Committee
Brucs Babbitt 2nd John Rhodes, Co-Chairmen

-1




Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day

Questionnaire
YES No Does your company already cbserve a paid
Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights
Day.
Yes No A YYes" vote on 302 will create a paid

State holiday observing a Martin Luther
King, Jr./Civil Rights Day. Will your

. company observe this holiday and will
you sign a resolution in support of the
holiday.?

Yes No Will your company support a paid Martin
Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day even

if 302 fails to get a majority of votes
in November?

Yes No Would you be willing to distribute
campaign material, discussing how a
holiday will benefit the state, to your
company emplovees?

# : How many paid holidays does your company
currently provide its employees?

Comments/Additional Questions:

Company Name

CEO's Nane

Questionnaire Respondent

Phone Number

Please Return This Form To:
MLK Better America Committee
P.O. Box 13303
Phoenix, Az. 85002-3303

Paid for by the MLK Better America Committee

c-2




Proclamation In Suggoﬂ: of
Proposition 3

Whereas, arizona can attract jobs and investment by showing
its ccmmitment to equality and fairness, and;

Whereas, Arizona seeks to attract convention and tourism
business, and:;

Whereas, Arizona wishes to ensure success of such events as
the Superbowl, and;

Whereas, Benefits substantially outweigh the cost, and;
Whereas, Arizona can appropriately commemorate and renew
its commitment to the values of equality and
fairness,
We hereby urge all Arizonans to uphold the third Monday in
January as Martin Lutker King, Jr./Civil Rights Day and urge
all Arizonans to celebrate America's progress in civil
rights and Dr. King's contribution to that progress, ILet
Arizona join the nation, 47 other states, and 22 Arizona

cities in celebrating the Civil Rights Movement.

Date

Signature

Title

Organization

Please return this form to:

MLK Better America Committee
P.O. Box 13303
Phoenix, Az. 85002-3303

@rrmd«a Hewwa e frunge




- A Sample Letter to Employees
‘Dear <personalized if possible>:

On November 6, the voters of Arizona will decide whether
Arizona will uphold the celebration of a Martin Luther King,
Jr./Civil Rights Day.

This decision is very important to Arizona's future.

By voting yes on Proposition 302, we celebrate America's
progress in civil rights and Dr. King's_vi;al contribution to that
progress. We also renew oﬁr commitmeht to th; values of equality and
fairness.

A yes vote will ensure that Arizona joins the celebration of a
national holiday, which is also honored by 47 other states. Twenty-
two Arizona cities already celebrate the holiday as well.

Passage of Proposition 302 will benefit Arizona in many ways.

It will enhance our ability to attract jobs and investment by
renewing our commitment to equality and fairness.

It will enhance our ability to attract conventions and support
our important tourism industry. Arizona has lost over $30 million in
convention business because we do not have an official holiday.

Proposition 302 will also ensure that Arizona enjoys the
economic benefits of events such as the Super Bowl, which is
expected to give our economy a much needed $200 million boost.

These benefits substantially outweigh the minor cost of the
holiday. The state Joint Legislative Budget Committee staff
estimates the cost at only $500,000 a year, around one-tenth of one

percent of the state's $3.5 billion hudget.

C-4




Proposition 302 will preserve Columbus Day as well as establish

a King/civil Right:Day.

Paésage of Proposition 302 offers Arizona an important
opportunity. We can appropriately commemorate and renew our
commitment to equality and fairness, while doing something positive
for Arizona.

I've enclosed a sign-up card for the MLK Better America
Committee, a citizens committee organized to support the holiday, in
case you want to get involved. in this importanﬁ issue. You can also
contact the committee by calling 274z8$5§. C l

Regardless, I hope you will join me in voting yes on

Proposition 302 this November 6.

Sincerely,

Enclosure: sign=-up card

@l'timcd on Reaeded Paper, 0‘5




CountOn Me To Vote YES On PROPOSITION 302

I would like to join che MLK Better America Committee to encourage Arizona vorers to vote

“Yes on Proposition 302 in support of a Macein Luther King, Je./Civil Righes Day. Please use my
-name in advercisemencs, press releases and campaign literacure supporting the Martin Lucher
King, Jr./Civil Rights Day.

Print Name:
Signacure:
Address: ]
B Street City Zip-
Phone:

Work : Home

Organizations of which I am a member:

(Please fill out reverse side)

Lam willing to dénate some of my time to:
[ Place a yard sign on my property
[ Wear a button during the campaign
{J Distribute liceracure in my neighborhood

O Volunteer ac campaign headquarters

[0 Help with fund-raising

I wish to make a financial contribution to the committee:

O $100 O 850 0 $25 [ other

Please make checks payable to the MLK Better America Committee.

3621 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85012
602) 274-8555

Taid for by the MIK Better America Commutee, Brice Babbite, Joha Rhvelest Cn-Chaftmen
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Sample Newsletter Article

Proposition 302 to Honor Civil Rights, Help Arizona

On November 6, the voters of Arizona will decide
whether Arizona will uphold the celebration Sf a Martin
Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day.

This decision is very impo;tant to the future of
Arizona.

A yes vote on Proposition 302 will uphold the
establishment of the third Monday in January as Martin
Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day. ‘

That is the same day the national King holiday is
celebrated. Forty-seven states also celebrate tne holiday,
as do 22 Arizona cities and towns.

"By passing Proposition 302, we celebrate America's
progress in the area of civil rights and Dr. King's vital
contribution to that progress,! said <your CEO>,

"We also renew our commitment to the values of equality
and fairness." -

According to proponents, passage of Proposition 302
will benefit Arizona in many ways.

It will enhance our ability to attract jobs and
investment by renewing our commitment to equality and
fairness.

It will enhance our ability to attract conventions.
Arizona has lost over $30 million in convention business

because we do not have an official holiday.

C~7




Proposition 302 will also ensure that Arizona enjoys
the economic benefits of events such as the Superbowl, which
is expected to give our economy a much needed $200 million
boost. \

Our State's economy has been hurt by this constroversy.
We face enough difficulties already without adding this
unnecessary and wrong burden.

"These benefits substantially outweigh the minor cost
of the holiday," said <your CEO>.

) According to the state Joint Legislative Budget
Committee staff, the cost of the King/Civil Rights Day would
be only $500,000 a year, around one-tenth of one percent of
the state's $3.5 billion budget.

In addition to establishing the King/Civil Rights Day,
Proposition 302 would preserve Columbus Day. Proposition
301, also on the November ballot, would gliminate Columbus
Day.

Individuals wishing to help with the King/Civil Rights
Day issue can contact the MLK Better America Committee, a
citizens committee organized to support Proposition 302. The
committee's address is 3621 N. Central, Phoenix, Az. 85012.
Or you can call (602) 274-8555,

"Passage of Proposition 302 offers Arizona an important
opportunity," <your CEO> said.

"We can appropriately commemorate and renew our
commitment to equality and fairness, while doing something

positive for Arizona."

@ Printed on Readal Baper. 0-8
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aNovember G, the voters

of Arizona will decide whether
: Arizona will uphold the celebira.
’ tivn of a Marcin Luther King, o/

Civil Righes Day.
This decision is very important to Arizona}
Juture.

Vote yes for civil rights
. By voting yes on Proposition 302, we cele-
brate Americas progressin civil righes and
o Dr. Kings contnbution to that progress

We also renew our commitmentto the
values of equality and faimess.

. Join the national holiday

B Ayes vote will ensure that Arizona joins

. the national King holiday celebrated on
thatsame day.

Forty-seven other states also celebrate this
holiday, as do 22 Arizona cities and towns.

Helping Arizona

Passage of Proposition 302 will benefic
Afizona in many ways.

Itwill enhance our ability to artrace jobs
and investment by renewing our commic-
ment o equality 2nd Gitness

lewill enhance our ability co artrace
c ions and supporcour i
tourismindustry.

Atizona has lostover $30 million in
conventions because we do nothave an
official holiday.* -

Proposition 302 will also ensure that
Aricona enjoys the benefits of events such
3 asthe Super Bowl, whichis expected o
. provide a $200 million boost w our *
cconomy. -

A good investment
These benefits substantially outweigh
the minor cost of the holiday, esti-
mated by the Juine Legislative
Budgee Commiteee staffa
$500000 a year, or around
one-tenth of one percentof
thesraecs $35 billion
budgee

Protects Columbus
Day, too

Proposition 302 will.
preserve the Columbus
Day holiday. Proposition
301, whichis also on the
November ballot, elimi-
nates Columbus Day.

Dosomething positive
for Arizona
B Passage of Proposition 302 offers Arizona
animportant oppottunity.
We can appropriately ¢
and renew our commitment to equalicy
) andd faitness, while dbing somsething positive
Jor Arizona,

a
@;,:‘

i)

LA
h ]

e, - O LA 3
e, 2

@ Vote YES on 302 ov.s
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Paxd ¢y The MUK Batter Amenta Commitee
John Rhodes & Bruce Babdnt, Co-Chaemen
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Appendix D

Cantal
e i

PRCPOSITION 302
‘Referendum for a paid Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day.

-,Yes CINo

The Arizona Republic

PROPOSITION 302
Pents,

COUNTY Counted Yos No
APACHE 100% 8,285 4,772
COCHISE 100% 10,430 13,965
COCONINO 100% 16,002 12,342
GILA 100% 5,354 9,169
GRAHAM 100% 2,735 - 4,780
GREENLEE . 100% 1,249 1,653
LAPAZ 100% 1,154 * 2,296
MARICOPA 100% 313,653 303,611
MOHAVE 100% 7,551 20,028
NAVAJO 100% 8,234 9,661
PIMA 100% 107,085 91,922
PINAL y 100% 12,074 16,485
SANTA CRUZ 100% 3,283 2,573
YAVAPAI 100% 12,541 28,886
YUMA . 100% 6,644 11,357
STATEWIDE 100% 516,274 533,510

Arizona Republic, Nov. 8, 1990
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Pubhshed each Wednesday for the emploees o Phoenix Newspapers Inc.
Wednesday, October 31, 1990 Volume 7, Number 43
—

A letter from PNI's Publlsher and CEO

Dear Fellow Employee,

The most responsible duty of
citizenship is the simple act of
goirg to the polls and casting votes
for candidates and issues.

Next Tuesday, Arizona-voters
will have the opportunity to make
decisions that will affect the-
direction of our state and our
image to others.

I urge you to become familiar
with the candidates and issues and
then, please go to your polling
place and vote on Nov. 6.

1he Arizona Republic and The 2.
Phoenix Gazerte have endorsed Publisher and CEO John P. Zanotti
candidates and taken positions on
issues on their editorial pages after
exhaustive and thorough research
and interviews. The newspapers’
editorials are a good source, but : A
not the only one, for your coasider-  10liday for state employees, to
 ation. honor our civil rights.

One special request. Please Very wruly yours,
take the time to study Proposition John P. Zanoui
302, popularly referred to as the Publisher and CEO

holiday honoring the memory of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. For the
first time in American history;
Arizona voters can vote on a paid
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Appendix G

Index of Articles, Editorials, Columns and Letters
Arizwna Republic, Phoenix Gazette and Arizona Business Gazette
January 1, 198€& through December 21, 1930

Paper by Year

Arizona Phoenix Business

Republic Gazette Gazette Total

1986 87 62 1 150
1387 172 164 & 342
1288 77 &3 S 145
1389 120 137 2 239
1290 358 231 10 6939
Total 814 757 24 1595

Paper by Location

Arizona Phoenix Business

Republic Gazette Gazette Total
Page Al 106 1328 S 243
Sec A 71 61 0O 132
Page B1/C1 88 93 9] 181
Sec B/C 84 63 8] 147
Other 126 120 10 256
Column 55 29 2 36
Editorial 339 37 & 82
Letter-Pro a6 &4 1. 151
Letter-Con 120 116 8 23
Letter-Neutral 39 26 0 8o
Total 8i4 757 24 1595

Year by Location

1386 1387 1388 1383 13930
Page al Z1 50 22 S0 106
Sec A 13 2 [ 17 72
Page B1/C1 25 33 17 = &4
Sec B/C =23 Sl 12 2z 33
Other 19 S3 139 29 26
Column S 21 S 11 oS4
Editorial 3 1z 11 1& ic
Letter-Prao 16 24 15 29 &7
Letter-Con 17 &4 30 34 31
Letter -Neutral 2 10 3 g 2
Total 150 34z 145 259 697

G-1




Page Al

Sec A

Page E1/C1

Sec B/C

Other

Column
Editorial
Letter~-Pra
Letter-Con
Letter-Neutral

Tatal

Page Al

Sec A

Page B1/C1

Sec EB/C

Other

Column
Editorial
Letter-Pro
Letter-Con
Letter-Neutral

Tztal

Page Al

Sec A

Page B1/C1

€ec B/C

Other

Cxlumn
Editorial
Letter-Prx
Letter -Con
Letter-Neutral

Total

Arizona
Republic

11
)

ot Pt
NOCWWM &K DK

87

Arizona
Republic

2z
17
le
25
13
10

() =
oMl m

Yot
S|
b

Arizona
Republic

-

- e
NORNN=OIO0 W

N
~)

13986
Phoenix
Gazette

-
"

1

O W N w0

6

N

1987
Phoenix
Gazette

26

1988
Phoenix
Gazette

W Wb BN W W W

&3

G-2

Business
Gazette

oo ol _NeNoRoNoRoRo)

Pt

Business
Gazatte

Business
Gazette

SO CUNOSCO0

«

O QOO OHWOOCON

Total

21
132
25
23
13

S

F
16
17
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1989

Arizona Phoenix Business
Republic Gaczette Gazette Total
Page Al 17. 32 | S0
Sec & 9 8 0 17
Page B1/C1 20 22 Q 42
Sec B/C i1 11 0 =2
Other 16 i3 0 29
Calumn 7 4 Q 11
Editorial 7 8 1 16
Letter-Pro 14 15 0 29
Letter-Con 13 21 0 34
Letter-Neutral = ) O =]
Total 120 137 2 299

19390

Arizaona Phoenix Business
Republic Gazette Gazette Total
Page Al 43 &1 2 106
" Sec A 33 29 0 72
Page B1/C1 27 37 0 &4
Sec B/C 27 iz 0 29
Other 77 S7 = 136
Column 33 20 1 o9
Editorial 14 i& <} S+
Letter-Pro 29 27 1 &7
Letter-Con 45 3& 0 31
Letter-Neutral 20 1€ 9] 3
Total 258 331 10 £'99

1930 Jan 1 - Naov &

Arizona Phoenix Business
Republic Gazette Gazette Tatal
Page Al 31 22 1 &t
Sec A 15 17 0 o2
- Page RL1/C1 18 2 0O 42
Sec B/C ie 7 Q 23
Other 42 =8 1 , 71
Column 16 9 1 26
Edituorial 9 11 &) 24
Letter~Pro & 14 0O 30
Letter-Con 19 21 0 48]
Letter-Neutral 3 14 0 13
Total 187 177 7 371
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Page Al

Sec A
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Sec R/C

Other

Column

Editorial

Letter-Pro

Letter-Con

Letter-Neutral
tBlackmail?

Total
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